pCs

Institute of Postcolonial Studies

Newsletter
Number TwentyNine March 2010
A day of conversationsvith New collaborative venture with
Banduk Marikaand John von Jadavpur University
Sturmer Planning is under way for a programme of

research and practice on the relationship between
the international and the everyday. The broad
outline of the initiative was agreed at meetings in
Kolkata in February between the Institute and the
Department of International Relatiors Jadaypur.

On 18 September 2009, members and visitors to
the Institute were treated to a day of
conversations with Banduklarika and John von
Sturmer. Many at the Institute are by now familiar
with John and his work as an anthropologist,
cultural critic, psychoanalyst, experimental writer,
performer and filmmaker, and participants on the
day were delighted to have the oppganity to
listen and speak with John agaiBanduk, on the
other hand, is a less familiar face at the Institute.
An accomplished artist, committed
environmentalist, traditional landowner and
distinguished cultural leader from Yirrkala in
northeast Arnhem_and, Banduk was appointed to

the Institute last year as Special Fellow, Cultural [ W ﬁ&- i".
Exchange Projects. The day of conversations (LR Phillip DarbyProfessomnjali GhoshProfessor Partha

presented itself as a first opportunity for Bose(Head of Department Edgar Ng and Professor Sumita

LI NHAOALIl yGa G2 €SIFENY a2YS(iKAy3Sepapadpur, vRdzl Qa4 € ATFS
work, politics and art, and we looforward to
seeing and hearing much more from her in the
coming years.

The programme Mli involve the development of

an archive about the ways international preses
manifest themselves in ordinary life and how, in
turn, the everyday can work to change the nature

of international relationkips. The informing
assumptionis that matters intenational should
y2i 0S RSGSNNAYSR -REINE f |
manner by state and corporate interests, working
023SGKSN) g¢A0K NBIAYSa 27
need to be grounded in the lived experience of
ordinary people.

In the first instance, we areinterested in
developing an archive of stories about how the
international connects with everyday life. It is
envisaged that, where possible, the written record
will be supplemented with audigisual material,

thus enabling the production of documentaand
Banduk began the session by generously offering a feature films. The next stage is to uncover the
detailed account of her own life storyBanduk politics of these stories and to pursue them in
comes from a long line of activigi®ntinued p2) particular contexts.(Continued [8)
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A day of conversationsvith
Banduk Marika and John von

Sturmer (continued from p.1)
¢ her father and his brothers putip the first land
rights case against Nabalco and were signatories to
the 1967 Bark Petition that now hangs in
Parliament House in Canberra. Banduk herself was
a successful claimant in the first Aboriginal
copyright case in the early 1990s. Banduk now
runs a successful land care organisation and
nursery in Yirrkala.
However, she began her working life as a domestic
servant in the Yirrkala mission, before moving to
Darwin in the 1970s to work with disadvantaged
young people, women and children at the YWCA.
Later she moved to Sydney, where she
commenced her career as an artist. During all
these years away, Banduk returned frequently to
Yirrkala, and witnessed many disturbing changes
associated with the establishment of a mining
town in the nearby vicinitynicluding a widespread
increase in alcohol and drug related issues, and
domestic violence. Upon retuimg to Yirrkala to
live, Banduk set up an environmental management
organisation, and for the past 20 years the key
motivation underlying her work has beelto
reconnect young people to kin and country as a
means of stemming the tide of abuse. In her re
O2dzy i Ay 3 2 ¥ 0KAA
frustration with the vicissitudes of various
governments and their policies and practices was
clear. Throughout, BalukQa O2y aidl y i
been: tow to continue doing what she knows
needs to be done, despite the constant shifting of
the ground beneath her feet?
John moved the discussion from the concrete and
particular to the more abstract and general by
asking paicipants to conside two related
questions. Firstwhat is it about Aborigidasociety
that is so compellinghat many of those who
move out almost inevitably return, not byofce
but by choice? And secondvhy has western
society always been (for the mb part) so
oblivious to the richness that is Aboriginal society,
SOSN) AyuSyd AyadSrR
suggestion was that, rather than seeing Aboriginal
people as living in misery and destitution, we
might instead see the continued participatiori o
Aboriginal people in Aboriginal societies as an
active and voluntary choice. From this perspective,
truly remarkable Aboriginal people might be

2y

considered as having been produced dyather

than in spite ofg their participation in those same
societies. Indeed it would seem that, far from

being constituted solely by lack, Aboriginal
societies are immensely engaging. This is true even
under current circumstances of great difficulty,

and John asked participants to consider what it is

that makes Aboriginagocieties so attractive as to
produce amongst their members a resistance or

NEf dzOdG I yOS G2 SYONI OS (KS
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and answering these questions, nowigenous
Australians might simultaneously find themselves
forced up against their own limits, expectations

and assumptions, thereby finally beginning to

learn their place as humble guests in this land
hosted by indigenous people.

A rhetoric of bridgebuilding pervades much of the
discourse surrounding Australian indigenous/non
indigenous relations. The metaphor of the bridge

is, of course, nothing more than a euphemism for
assimilation. By contrast, Banduk and John
encouraged participants to venture inthvé zone

beneath any woulébe bridge. Here the terrain is
marshy, unstable and uncertain. Though nigith
possibility, it offers no lear pathways in the

nature of a bridge, a flowing river, or a well
travelled road. For many of us, the landscape of

LIS N& 2 (g humid gnfescyitirg gne is glsg- gngradily

Unfamiliar, and participants on thé day were
grateful to have two such proficient intercultural

4 IPREeHers §s thel gyides.

Naomi Tootell

Heather Winter and John von Sturmer at the day of
conversations bet@en John and Banduk Marika
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dispossession,

Engaging in concerned, stimulating discussion
Of the myriad clusters of diverse commungie
Languages, behawies, traditions and customs
Woven together like many patterns in a masterly
work of art,

Aboriginal Australia, stretching back in time to the
Dreaming

Forty thousand years and more ago.

These preeminent Australians, defeated by the
ocaipation

Of those wio came a mere twéundred and
seventy years ago in recent time

To bring a foreign civilization to an unknown
continent

To claim land which was not theirs to come and
go.

Now, a peoplalisparaged, misunderstood,
excluded

By governments tht have made promises and left
them to a hopeless fate

By the repeated failures to keep what should be
sacred, inviolate.

But are we not Australians, old and new,
advancing to a common goal

Of weltbeing, happiness, freedom, prosperity and
peace?

Or do the faults and failures cause us to iwer,
render feeble our call

To work, to strive, for the betterment of all?
These many tongues, expectations, life choices
Desire the right to speak in their own voices

Be heard, understood, receive assurance

Of their esential role, inclusion, among all who
call this country home.

Shelagh Goonewardene

Shelagh wrote this poem after attending the day
of conversations. Born in Cohbbo, she was an
actress for many years ancs writtenextensively
about Sri Lankan theatre. She is the mother of the
late Devika Goonewardene.

| Slewdlsborative ddntira with S

Jadavpur University / 2dyfréntp.1)

Although the programme is framed in an open and
expansive way, the idea is to gengraspecific
projetts of wrCaplied haturd3rParadasSdcm as the
struggles of Indigenous peoples, security,
development, coastal regions and climate, and
how far personal relationships can help shape our
thinking abot international relationshipsln some
fields the Institute already has substantial
expertise, plus proposals readg go or on the
drawing board.Our colleagues at Jadavpur also
have their own areas of particular concern and are
considering which to take up in the programme.

A distinctive featue of the initiative is that it cuts
across disciplinary boundaries and the enclosures
of knowledge characteristic of the academy. A key
consideration in our planning is the desire to
harness the creativity and liveliness of artists,
activists and youngescholars. Students will play
an important part and their role will receive full
recognition.

An inbuilt strength of the initiative is that it
involves working across the North/South divide. In
many ways it is likely that the international will
appear in dfferent guises when viewed from the
vantage points of Kolkata and Melbourne. So also
will the nature of the everyday as it is experienced
in and recorded from these two locations. It is
hoped that in the coming months our collaborative
network will be &tended by setting up further
partnership arrangements in Harare and Caracas.
The present initiative builds on the close working
relationship between members of the Institute
and the Department of International Relations at
Jadavpur, which was formaliseg the signing of a
Memorandum of Association between the

(L-R Moinak BiswagFilm Studiesyvith Phillip Darby ithe
new media lab at Jadavpur irebruary 2010
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News of Members

Michael Dutton the Insk (i dzibéh@idy Féflow,
has returned tohis chair in politics at Goldsmiths
College, Londarafter a twoyearstintl & G KS W
LKIFaSQ tNR2FTSaaz2Narkf wSas
Asia Institute at Griffith University.While in

l dza G NJ £ A lprimarj @dearch ffooused on
culture and passion in the formation of politics.
His mainproject concernedthe township of Anren

in central Sichuan. Thistise home of the famous
114 lifesized clay statues of the Rent Collentio
Courtyard, made and remade daog the Cultural
Revolution. The township is also the site of the
biggest collection of Cultural Revolution relics
which are housed in the private museum of Fan
Jianchuan While in Australia, Michael was
inducted into the Academy of the Sokgcience.

Rob McQueenhas been appointed to a chair in
law at Monash University. Rob, a founding
member of the Institute, played anajor role in
Council, the book series and in the seminar
programme during his time in Melbourne. In 2005
he moved to Queensland to takeup an
appointment as professor and head of school at
the Griffith Law School. He is currently President
of the Australian and New Zealand Law and Society
Association. We are delighted to have Rob back
with us.

Matt Clancy, who worked at the Instituterfabout

a year, is now with United Nations Development

Ashs Nandy to visit

We are delighted to announce that Ashis Nandy,
Digtiqggished Fellow of the Institute, will be
Visttifglthe Institute in second semester of this
yedhO We ey tmlch fook Koyward K RAshlB Mdd T F A
Uma being with us once again. In recent years
Ashis has become a legend. In 2007 he was
awarded the Grand Prize in the Fukuoka Awards.
In 2008 he was included as one of the top one
hundred public intellectuals in the world in an
internet poll jointly conducted by theProspect
Magazinein the United khgdom and the journal
Foreign Policyin the United States. In the
Independence Day special issue of the Indian
periodical The Week published on 18 August
HnnogpZ ! aKAa o6+a yFYSR
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ome in Delhchatting with Phillip Darby in
February this year
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AshisNandyat h

Programme in BangladeshMatt first went to
Bangladeshin 2008as part of AusAID's Australian
Youth Ambassadors for Development programme.
He spent the year volunteering with UNDP,
working as a policy researcher and

communications adviseAt the beginning of 2010
he wasoffered a positionas aconsultan for a
further year.

——n- = P T R .
ank Osowskiulse Goday and Elizabeth

(L-R Chris Barry, Fr
Cham during the semin&thilanthropy: Meet the
Grantmakers

Development Officer
The Institute is very pleased to announce t
appointment of Sybil Gibb to the patime
position of development officer.

Sybil took a degree in journalism at RMIT g
has worked in staff management an
advertising. She has alsindertaken voluntary
work, involving drafting press releases, a
been active in campaigning on social issues
concern to North Melbourne residents. F
some time Sybil has been administrati
assistant to Liz Cham.
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Thinking aboutphilanthropy

On Friday26" February Elizabeth ChanSenior
Fellow of the Institute,and the IPCSK 2 & (1 S R
Ay @A (nheétihgBayidresed by Peter Goldmark
and Dr Peggy Dulany who wensgsiting from the
United States. In the morning session, organised
by the Australian Environmental Grantmakers
Network, Peter Goldmark spoke about the role of
philanthropy in the environment and climate
changedebate The afternoon session, attended
by lading grantmakers from all sectors of
Australian philanthropy, featured a conversation
between Peggy ahPeter about new directions in
philanthropy. In her contribution to the discussion
Peggy broached issues not normaligised in
philanthropic circles. She spoke about the
importance of working to change patterns of
thought and behaviour, putting less emphasis on
the rational and more on matters aehe heart and
feeling. Severgbeople present commented later
that this was a conversation that will remmawith
them for years. In both sessins there was lively
exchange between the speakers andlocal
participants

R |

An animated Paul Carteleft) and Peter Goldmark in deep
discussion

Peter Goldmark directs the Climate and Air
Program for Environmental Bence Fund in the
United States Earlier he was chairman and chief
aexecutive dficer of the International Herald
Tribune, executive director of the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, and the budget director
of the State of New York. He also setvas
president of the Rockefeller Foundation.
Peggy Dulany is Chair of the Synergos Institute, an
independent nonprofit organisation dedicated to
creating locally based solutions to poverty. Peggy
founded Synergos in 1987 to facilitate
relationships betwen grassroots leaders and
political or business people. She has consulted
with the United Mitions and the Ford Foundation
and has sat on over thirty nonprofit and corporate
boards. Recently, whith her father, David
Rockefeller, she established the Global
Philanthropist Circle.
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Elzabeth Channtroducing Peggy Dulany. (From left) Louise
Goulay, Judy Roach, Elizabeth Cham, Peggy Dulany, lan
Donaldson, Joe Lodico, and Lady Marigold Southey

Reconciliation roundtable at Ingiute
The Institute hosted a roundtable discussion
Australia India reconciliation in the afternoo
of Tuesday 28 February. The forum was 4
initiative of the Global Reconciliation networ
and it was occasioned by the recent violen
directed againstndian students. Among thos
present were Indian students, representativ
of student, local government and communil
organisations plus some academics. The for
was facilitated by Mick Gooda, ATSI So
Justice Commissioner. At the conclusion
disaussion a press conference was he
attended by SBS, Channel 10, AAP, the £
Leader Newspapers and 3AW. Furth
information about the work of the network i
available atwww.globalreconciliation.org
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First SemesteGeminar
Programne

Convenor: Kvin Murray - working with Phillip

Darby
Kevin Murray is Adjunct Professor, RMIT
University, Research Fellow, University of

Melbourne and Adjunct Research Fellow, Monash
University.

A new series running over two years will explore
the potential for dialogue across the South. This
South is understood as two overlapping regions.
There is the geographical South, involving those
countries like Australia inhabiting the 'lower' world

- including Latin America, Africa, South Asia and
the Pacific. Ad there is the political Global South,
a gathering of nations formed in opposition to the
industrialised ‘first world'.

The latter use of South has emerged as a name for
what is otherwise known as the 'developing' or
'third" world. Unlike 'developing', th use of 'South'
does not presume that its future will be measured
by how much it catches up to the already
developed world. What is particularly distinctive
about this formation is the emergence of 'south
south' as an axis of engagement. In the colonial
WKdzo | YR &Ll {VWesdtddn cyudtkeS f =
needed to connect to the colonial centres in order
to engage with each other. But increasingly trade
and poltics is bypassing these centres through
bodiessuch as the IBSA (IneBaazitSouth Africa)
associatn.

And now we are beginning to note soutluth
intellectual dialogues. A number of souslbuth
academic networks have emerged in recent years
to share common histories and discuss common
challenges.

Copatron Justice Anthony North speaking with AnoRiaris
after the launch of her book.

2 K| Aa I dzA O NI A lsc@uth? LJE |
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has been partly through postcolonial theory. This

has involved rich dialogue between the centre and
periphery about the impac of colonisaion,
particularly o cultural identity.

Asha Varadharajan at her seminar or'Zugust 2009

Séﬁt?‘rs%uth dialogues are nosimply predicated
on undoingWestern colonial legaciedut withess
a revival of interest in preolonial connectins
and a concern with new power configurations such
as the rise ofChinaand India. The dialogical
process also extends decolonisation into new
areas ¢ for example, challenginginiversalism in
fields of knowledge such as law, medicine and
science.
Thisyear, the focus will be on the conduits and
OF NNASNAR Ay ! dza (i NdeBouth.Qa
Next year will provide an opportunity to consider
more fully the perspectives emerging fromsia,
Africa and Latin America
Topics include:
x The 'South' of Westerknowledge, including
international law
x The relation between 'South’ and regionalism
as a critique of universalism
x Extension of Indigenous Studies into
WYl AYaidNBFYQ RAAGOALI AySa
X The degree to which knowledge can be
abstracted from its location
x WaysofundSNE Gl yRAY 3 (1y26fSR3
in terms of the impact it has on the world
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