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The idea of holding a postgraduate symposium at the Institute of Postcolonial Studies was the brainchild of an Institute Council meeting held in late 2009. During drinks following the meeting, John Cash urged Bree Ahrens, Claire Loughnan and Naomi Tootell (all Council members and postgraduate students at the University of Melbourne) to take up the challenge. Tom Newman-Morris, also a postgraduate student at the University of Melbourne and a friend of both Naomi and Claire’s, joined us a short time later.
Needless to say, in organising this symposium, we have made many, many mistakes along the way. That the symposium has in fact become a reality is entirely down to the incredible good fortune we have had to encounter so much impeccable advice, support and good-will. Hopefully we have remembered to mention most of those who have assisted us by name.

Rebecca Goodbourn and James Parker (both PhD candidates at Melbourne Law School and constituting the Organising Committee for the Melbourne Forum on Doctoral Legal Research held earlier this year) offered invaluable advice from the very beginning right up until the final hours of organising this symposium. Photographic artist and academic, Steve Raymer, and National Geographic, and National Geographic generously allowed us to use the cover image in our promotional materials free of charge. Organisational and motivational queen Juliet Rogers uncannily appeared at a crucial moment and encouraged us to aim high and dream. Edgar Ng and Phillip Darby at the Institute of Postcolonial Studies also provided ongoing inspiration, support and advice—technological, administrative, intellectual, practical, emotional and otherwise.   
Finally, the symposium would not have been possible without the support, both financial and otherwise, of the Institute of Postcolonial Studies and the University of Melbourne’s School of Social and Political Sciences and Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences. Nor would it have been nearly as intellectually stimulating and productive as we are sure it is going to be without our team of participating academics: Ghassan Hage, Joseph Pugliese, Maree Pardy, John von Sturmer, Juliet Rogers, John Cash and Phillip Darby. Your prompt replies to our urgent invitations, and your general enthusiasm and willingness to participate, are very much appreciated. 
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Day 1: Friday 5th November 2010

	Time
	Event
	Chair/Facilitator

	8.30-9.00am
	Registration & Tea/Coffee
	Organising Committee

	9.00-9.15am
	Welcome & Introduction
	Naomi Tootell, Bree Ahrens

	9.15-9.30am
	Opening Remarks
	Maree Pardy

	9.30-10.30am
	Panel 1: Natalie Kamber, Claire Loughnan & Clare Land
	Tom Newman-Morris

	10.30-11.00am
	Morning Tea Break
	

	11.00-12.00noon
	Discussion
	Facilitator: Tom Newman-Morris

Lead Respondents: Juliet Rogers & Joseph Pugliese

	12.00-12.45pm
	Lunch
	

	12.45-1.45pm
	Panel 2: Camille La Brooy, Sana Nakata & Ju Yeon Jung
	Naomi Tootell

	1.45-2.00pm
	Break
	

	2.00-3.00pm
	Discussion
	Facilitator: Naomi Tootell

Lead Respondents: Ghassan Hage & John Cash

	3.00-3.30pm
	Afternoon Tea
	

	3.30-4.30pm
	Keynote Presentation by Joseph Pugliese: "Reckoning of Possibles: Refugees, Justice and the Levinasian Third"
	Juliet Rogers

	4.30-5.30pm
	Drinks and Nibbles
	

	6.30pm
	Symposium Dinner
	


Program

Day 2: Saturday 6th November 2010
	Time
	Event
	Chair/Facilitator

	8.30-9.00am
	Registration & Tea/Coffee
	Organising Committee

	9.00-10.00am
	Keynote Presentation by Ghassan Hage
	Claire Loughnan

	10.00-10.15am
	Break
	

	10.15-11.15am
	Panel 3: Scott Mackay, Naomi Tootell & Bree Ahrens
	Claire Loughnan 

	11.15-11.30am
	Morning Tea
	

	11.30-12.30pm
	Discussion
	Facilitator: Claire Loughnan

Lead Respondent: John von Sturmer 

	12.30-1.15pm
	Lunch
	

	1.15-2.15pm
	Panel 4: Heather Winter, David Treanor & Tom Newman-Morris
	Bree Ahrens

	2.15-2.45pm
	Break
	

	2.45-3.45pm
	Discussion
	Facilitator: Bree Ahrens

Lead Respondents: Phillip Darby & John Cash

	3.45-4.00pm
	Afternoon Tea
	

	4.00-5.00pm
	Concluding Remarks
	John von Sturmer

	5.00-6.00pm
	Drinks and Nibbles
	


Abstracts
Panel 1
Natalie Kamber

The Phenomenology of Exile and the Management of Pain: Dubravka Ugrešić’s The Ministry of Pain (Ministarstvo boli)
This paper employs the tension that exists between past injury and present pain, and examines the difficulty of negotiating relationships between people and places in the aftermath of war. I present a case study of pain and loss through the figure of post-conflict exile. This is approached through Freud’s famous text Mourning and Melancholia (1957), which provides a critical lens through which to analyse Croatian-born writer Dubravka Ugrešić’s novel, The Ministry of Pain (2007). By examining this novel, I open up the space for thinking about how we negotiate between the painful loss of what came before, and our encounters with objects, people and places. After we have lost someone or something, how we feel toward a new object – either a country or a group of others – is not simply a matter of individual impressions, or impressions that are created anew in the present. Rather, feelings rehearse associations that are already in place, in the way in which they ‘read’ the proximity of others, at the same time as they establish the ‘truth’ of the reading. The impressions we have of others, and the impressions left by others are shaped by histories that stick, at the same time as they generate the surfaces and boundaries that allow bodies to appear in the present. The impressions left by both people and places should impress us for sure; it is here, on the skins surface, that histories are made. 

Abstracts
Panel 1
Claire Loughnan

Towards a politics of affect

Recent Australian responses to forced migration have typically been accompanied by a desire to render faceless the faces of those coming across the seas. Measures to ensure asylum seekers are contained and controlled outside the borders of this political community, at whatever cost, are indicative of an obsession with process over human lives and frailties. What else, however, is lost in this process? Drawing on the work of Emmanuel Levinas, this paper examines the type of politics that this engenders, arguing that the offshore processing of asylum seekers leads to an impoverished political response. It focuses on ethics as a relational encounter, rather than prescription. The obsession with the ‘processing of claims’ (read of people) leads us instead into a metrically-driven politics which is driven by a privileging of the imagination of Being over beings.  Following Diprose and Ziarek, I examine the foreclosure of ethics which occurs when politics is not guided by an affective response to the other, and when, moreover, the very possibility of affective response is ‘cut off’ or diminished.

Abstracts

Panel 1
Clare Land

A Politics of Friendship?

In this paper I will draw on my PhD research which is grounded in interviews with Indigenous people and non-Indigenous activists supporting Indigenous struggles. I will engage with friendship from two perspectives that occupy me in my PhD: one, friendship as a vantage point from which to explore the burdens on and tensions inherent in political relationships and solidarity across Indigenous – non-Indigenous difference. This draws on philosophical insights into friendship from Aristotle and Epicurus. Secondly, drawing from Indigenous critiques of reconciliation as well as with post-colonial theory (in particular, Leela Gandhi’s (2006) Affective communities: anticolonial thought, fin de siecle radicalism, and the politics of friendship) I engage with the non-Indigenous/whitely desire for friendship with (and/or desire to be loved by) an Indigenous person, and ask how Gandhi’s argument in support of the rich potential of a “politics of friendship” (one that binds communities sharing a critique of imperialism, rather than sharing filial ties) could apply in the settler-colonial conditions of Australia.

Abstracts

Panel 2
Camille La Brooy

Negotiating discursive representations: an exploration 
of self-essentialisation.

In 2008, I undertook thirty qualitative interviews with Muslims, primarily between the ages of 17-26, who mainly participate in two Muslim groups, the Federation of Student Islamic Societies (FOSIS) and the Young Muslims United Kingdom (YMUK). I seek to explore how young Muslims are negotiating negative representations of themselves, in particular, examining the role of discourse in identity construction. I consider the way in which subject positions occupied by individuals are determined, disciplined and therefore limited by discursive formations. I therefore attempt to explain why essentialised identities are still actively manifested by in-group participants despite the abundance of sociological literature which reflects a more nuanced version of identity.  Thus, I argue in a Foucauldian sense, that the ability to negotiate these negative representations is ultimately limited.  

Abstracts

Panel 2
Sana Nakata

The Politics of Becoming Adult: some implications for recognising how the child encounters the political

 

I wish to explore some ideas that have emerged from my PhD research. A Foucauldian discourse analysis of children’s rights establishes key limiting concepts (reason, maturity and autonomy) that inform, shape and limit how it is possible to think and talk about children and their rights. This is problematic as children are defined against these key concepts, shaping their political subjectivity. In part, these terms establish a politics of becoming adult, where the political subject of children’s rights is not a child but a future-adult.

The politics of becoming adult limits the political status of the child but also risks misrecognising how children encounter and negotiate their place in the world. It is not only that they cannot act politically, it is that even as a political subject we are limited to viewing the future-adult they ought to become. To counter this, claims to autonomy-based rights emerge as an attempt to transform the political status of the child. However, there are many challenges to the desirability and possibility of this transformation. This may be because the presence of the child in the public sphere ruptures conceptions of childhood: in the children’s rights discourse the child enters public space as victim or criminal, their childhood corrupted posing a risk to the future adult. However, by obscuring how children negotiate their place in the world, including the possibility of political encounters, the children’s rights discourse finds itself limited in how it is able to think and talk about children and their rights.
Abstracts

Panel 2
Ju Yeon Jung 

Nuclear North Korea - Negotiating the non-negotiable? 


The ‘nuclear’ coming out of North Korea over the past decades has generated a spate of epithets for the secluded country – rogue, irrational, immoral, belligerent, unpredictable, just to name a few. Sporadically continued negotiation attempts to denuclearise the country ended up in a vicious cycle of progress and relapse, eluding many foreign policy makers and observers. This presentation will argue that the nuclear North ‘conundrum’ stems from the failure to understand the country’s identity, and the implications of the colonial history that it entails. The regime’s quest for an anti- and post-colonial identity begot the Juche (self-reliance) ideology, which in turn afforded the evolution of the nuclear weapons program into the near equivalence of the country’s raison d'être. Given this indispensible symbolic status of nuclear weapons, a future North Korea policy would require two things for it to be effective in mitigating the tension on the peninsula – receding from the insistence on immediate denuclearisation, and diplomatic imagination built on a better understanding of the country.
Abstracts
Panel 3
Scott Mackay

Oceania – friendship through creative commonalities

Regionalism in the Pacific has largely been externally driven, built on doomsdayism theory created through misguided research that promotes the Pacific as only being salvageable if it adheres to strict foreign policies, a throw-back to the missionary days of images of “darkness” prior to Christianity. The “small is powerless” theory continues to be rolled out by social scientists, consultants, international agencies, and metropolitan governments in the postcolonial period. This paper will map out a new framework of the Pacific, one created from within, and built through the creative industries. Motivation to do so came initially from Albert Wendt’s ‘Towards a new Oceania’ (1973) and Epeli Hau’ofa’s ‘Our Sea of Islands’ (1993) which sought to end colonial catagorisation of the Pacific and reframe it in an unbounded, inclusive, and humanist manner entitled ‘Oceania’. This paper seeks to build on this adaptation of the frame ‘Oceania’ with it’s focus on Aboriginal Australia’s inclusion within Oceania and the wealth of progressive opportunities that arise from it. Despite Australia’s so called deep connection and association with the Pacific, it severely lacks any real understanding of the region. This has lead to a deep mistrust and understanding between both Pacific Island nations and Australia. It is hoped this reframing will go someway to reforming  the frail friendships of the past and continue to build the uniquely empowering relationships between Aboriginal Australia and it Pacific neighbours.

Abstracts

Panel 3
Naomi Tootell

The political possibilities inherent in creative collaborations between indigenous and non-indigenous people

This paper will present my proposed PhD research. I aim to present an inquiry into the political possibilities of cross-cultural friendship in a postcolonial world. Drawing on historical and contemporary examples of creative collaborations between indigenous and non-indigenous people in Australia, I seek to elaborate both the conditions of possibility of such endeavours, and their reverberating effects. 
My inspiration for this project arises from several fronts. In her introduction to Affective Communities, Leela Gandhi asserts that “postcolonial scholarship has tended to designate anti-imperialism “proper” as an action performed solely by the putative non-West upon the putative West ... [P]ostcolonialism has however remained tentative in its appreciation of individuals and groups that have renounced the privileges of imperialism and elected affinity with victims of their own expansionist cultures.”
 This observation is as true of postcolonial scholarship concerned with the relationship between indigenous and non-indigenous people in Australia as it is of postcolonial scholarship more generally. 
Meanwhile, recent Australian scholarship is tending to point towards “friendship” (or something akin to friendship) as the way forward in indigenous-non-indigenous relations. I am thinking here of Peter Sutton’s The Politics of Suffering
 and Deborah Bird Rose’s Reports from a Wild Country,
 amongst others. As I see it, the trouble with texts such as these is that they deploy the trope of “friendship” by way of conclusion, yet engage with neither the international literature nor local empirical examples in order to elaborate precisely what they mean by this term, and what might be the political possibilities of such couplings beyond the interpersonal level. My aim, therefore, is to do both of these things, drawing on creative collaborations between indigenous and non-indigenous people for my case study material.
Abstracts

Panel 3 
Bree Ahrens

Circumventing solidarity: The denied politics of labour internationalism

The emergence of a unified international body to represent workers of the world, the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC), in 2006 represented the formal unification of the global labour movement. Coupled with the emergence of renewed, industry-specific Global Unions (GUs) and the appearance of a number of scholarly publications on contemporary union internationalism, it appears that we have entered a stage of renewed participation in, and optimism about, cross-border union co-operation and solidarity efforts. Contemporary trade union structures seem to offer the potential for labour activists to confront transnational capital and production, but there is a lack of consideration of the politics of these encounters and the uneven access afforded to workers in postcolonial communities.

This presentation will survey some of the emerging limitations of this unified but radically depoliticised international sphere. It will consider the contradictions inherent in the approach of one of the world’s most influential solidarity organisations, the American Solidarity Centre. Domestically, the financial crisis has lead to to grave pessimism among workers’ organisations, coupled with a body of literature romanticising the plight of America’s working and middle classes in the context of the global ‘race to the bottom’. Internationally, the Solidarity Centre eschews this sense of vulnerability and establishes its power to define ‘good’ and ‘bad’ unionism abroad, particularly in sites of strategic national interests.

What potentials for a radically democratic transnational exchange are lost in this denial of vulnerability? This paper will suggest that meaningful international alliances are curtailed by attempts to render solidarity as aid, and remake the international labour movement in the image of nation-states.

Abstracts

Panel 4
Heather Winter

Exploring Ngarinyin- Buror as the foundation for decision making

In Australia Indigenous contemporary realities can be approached as locally constituted responses to state policies and agendas. Despite the ‘forced’ re-settlement of the Ngarinyin language group from their traditional lands through government assimilation policies they have continued to sustain their social and ancestral order of a kin-based society (and relations to land) in the North West Kimberley. 

This thesis argues that Ngarinyin principals of kinship could be used to frame human rights based approach to negotiation with states to recognize and include Ngarinyin traditions of decision-making. The integrity of the kinship system sustains the Ngarinyin buror or foundational identity.  For the purpose of this paper I intend to explore the relational modes of kinship through three interrelated principals; face to face’ (presence with people), ‘face the place’ (presence in places), and ‘face the moment’ (presence at occasions and events) as a starting point for negotiation which validates a Ngarinyin world view based on sustainable reciprocal relationships to family and community.  
How can the negotiating principles of the Ngarinyin kinship system (of rules) be used to negotiate with individuals, research institutions, governments of the nation state to determine the protection of their cultural rights and traditions of the Ngarinyin people? What spurs ethical thinking at an individual and organizational level? How can a human rights based approach be integrated into negotiations? How can prior informed consent on development projects be informed by human rights to guide ethical consultation that is culturally appropriate, inclusive and participatory? 
Through enlisting a culturally sensitive methodology of attributing authorship to the oral proceedings of such negotiations, it is through the application of storytelling as a method of acquiring knowledge that I will consider the answer to these questions. I will draw on the personal narratives and experiences that have shaped my fifteen-year engagement with the Ngarinyin Aboriginal Corporation, which is a grass roots organization based in the North West Kimberley, established in 1987. 

Abstracts

Panel 4
David Treanor

Friendship and Civic Values

Aristotle asserts that what is of greater significance to a judicious legislator is philia
 rather than justice
. Aristotle’s declaration reasons that a human being will only reach personal maturity when one has concern for the good of others. He defends his claim initially for philia in interpersonal relations and then for philia that forms a democratic urban centre and a community that enables citizens to lead a complete life that includes happiness. Thus, in the best democracies, citizens ‘ought not to be out of temper with any one’
 and have concern for the character and sort of person their fellow citizen is. However, is ‘true’ friendship possible? How does one form a close personal relationship of mutual affection and trust with another individual? Is this possible or simply a utopian ideal? Nevertheless even if individuals can form personal and meaningful friendships, is Aristotle’s assertion that philia is more prominent than justice simply philosophical rhetoric with no practical value?

This paper promotes a set of civic values that rivals the contemporary dominant economic and social paradigm that maintains and continues the legacies of colonialism. This presentation draws upon feminist interpretation of Aristotle’s treatises on philia to offer alternative paradigm that paves a ‘public’ or ‘civic’ care trajectory that concludes with an argument for a universal civic service as the norm. This form of personal engagement is functional with the potential to offer individuals a life transforming experience and indeed how social and cultural influences mitigate personal dialogue across different communities. 

Abstracts

Panel 4
Tom Newman-Morris Abstract
Derrida and Habermas à temps: on the difficulty of 
hospitality in “Europe”
For Derrida and Habermas after years of frequently bitter polemic exchange, “February 15” represents not only the birth of a public sphere, but serves as the very climax of their late rapprochement.  Rapprochement, however and for whom it ultimately proves stable, serves as the performative enactment of the logic intended to deliver “Europe” into a post-European space whence the other can speak.  Values of “hospitality” and “communication”, expropriated from their origins within the thought of Derrida and Habermas and within the idea of “Europe in a Kantian spirit” itself, offer the possibility of another thought of “Europe”.  Submitting to a series of self-transgressions, this is where Derrida and Habermas begin, but only begin, to speak in a new register, other than “hospitality” and “communication.”  Yet this new, unpractised speech is one whose possibility is so undecidable, so threatening that Derrida and Habermas (must?) resort to the old, “pure” monolingualism to pronounce two separate rapprochements; the one normative, the other deconstructive.  In other words, that the means of opening Europe are challenged, and challenged not least between Derrida and Habermas themselves, endangers its possibility even as its promise already haunts the current world order of warring states and unrepayable debts.  
Biographies

(in order of appearance)

Natalie Kamber

Natalie has recently completed a Masters of Development Studies (Gender Development).  Her areas of interest include gender, the emotion/politics nexus, affect, mourning and melancholia, psychoanalysis and literary criticism. Natalie’s thesis looks at the intersection of pain and politics through a case study of post-conflict mourning and melancholia, in order to examine the ways in which the pain of loss (and the resultant melancholia) needs to be depathologised. Her argument is that we need to move away from Western notions of 'catharsis' and 'cure', and look instead toward the ways that an affective state of pain/melancholy can open up an engagement with, and between, political subjectivities.

Claire Loughnan
Claire is a PhD candidate, enrolled in the School of Political and Social Sciences (sic), at the University of Melbourne. Her thesis topic ‘The Tears of the Other: On Locating the Political in Emmanuel Levinas’, seeks to retrieve an ethical dimension from Levinas which might provide a productive encounter with politics, in order more critically and ethically to address immigration detention and border protection practices. Her academic interests are in legal theory, political theory, justice, law and literature, identity and migration, border politics, sovereignty, hospitality, and the debate between communitarians and cosmopolitan theorists in international political theory.

Clare Land

Clare is a non-Indigenous, Anglo PhD student at Deakin University and a member of the committee of management of ANTaR Victoria – Working for Land Justice and Reconciliation. She volunteers as a community radio broadcaster on 3CR in Melbourne co-presenting the program Fire First, looking at past and present colonial relations in Australia.
Camille La Brooy 
Camille has a Bachelor of Arts with Honours (Political Science, French) and a Bachelor of Commerce (Economics) from the University of Melbourne. She is currently completing her PhD which explores Muslim youth identity formation in Britain. Her thesis adopts a post-structural perspective considering the role of discourse and its negotiation, incorporating both interviews undertaken with young Muslim social movement participants as well as a media analysis. Her research interest areas include identity, multiculturalism, the media and social movements.

Sana Nakata

Sana is a final-year PhD student in the School of Social and Political Sciences, at the University of Melbourne. Her PhD undertakes a Foucauldian discourse analysis to explore how ideas of reason, maturity and autonomy inform, shape and limit the terms of debate in children's rights literature, particularly in debates on voting, sexual consent and criminal culpability. An extension of this interest is what implications this may have for understandings of how children engage with the political, and the concept of the political itself. This paper will explore some early thinking around this latter theme.
Ju Yeon Jung

Ju Yeon Jung has a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism from the University of Technology, Sydney, and is currently completing a Master of International Studies, University of Sydney. Her interests are diverse and range from international relations theory, semiotics, ficto-criticism and photography to second-hand book-hunting, penguins and Antarctica. 

Scott Mackay

Kia Ora, my name is Scott Mackay and I hail from Wellington, Aotearoa/New Zealand, where I recently completed my Honours year in Pacific Studies within Va’aomanu Pasifika at Victoria University, Wellington. I currently reside in Melbourne, where I am pursuing a PhD in Cultural Studies at the University of Melbourne. My research focuses on re-framing regionalism within Oceania through the creative arts, in particular contemporary music. A unique component of my research both past and present is my inclusion of Aboriginal Australia within my frame of Oceania. By doing so, I hope to illustrate the rich opportunities for comparative work between Indigenous Australia and the various indigenous people of the Pacific. I also teach and work as a research assistant with the Australian Indigenous Studies program at the University of Melbourne.

Naomi Tootell

Naomi is a PhD Candidate in the School of Culture and Communication at the University of Melbourne. Her research interest lies in the politics of friendship, where friendship is a metaphor for dissident cross-cultural collaboration. Her research focuses specifically on the friendships occasioned by creative collaborations between indigenous and non-indigenous people in Australia, and the possible alternative futures emergent through such anti-colonial gestures of friendship.

Bree Ahrens
Bree is completing the now defunct MA (Asian Societies) program at the University of Melbourne. Her thesis considers the history of the International in the Indonesian labour movement. She sells her own labour by the hour to a trade union organisation, and is interested in the postcolonial legibility of class formation transnationally and the politics of cross-border solidarity.

Heather Winter

Heather has a Masters degree at the Victorian College of the Arts, with over 32 international and national solo exhibitions. In 2005 she was awarded a National Humanitarian Award with Ngarinyin Aboriginal Corporation for the community arts project Mamaa The Untouchable Ones from Cave to Canvas which focuses on educating awareness on the cultural authority of the Ngarinyin people as the Native Title custodians of the Gwion Gwion and Wanjina rock art sites in North West Kimberley. This exhibition represented the working group for Indigenous peoples forum at the United Nations Geneva contributing to the drafting of the Declaration of Indigenous Human Rights. In 2008, Heather was a recipient of the University of Melbourne PhD Human Rights scholarship. Current PhD research documents the legal, practical and cultural negotiations of protecting intellectual property rights of the Ngarinyin’s relationships to the Wanjina and Gwion painting sites, research includes participation in the World Intellectual Property Organization on Traditional Knowledge, Cultural expressions and Folklore and Intellectual property, 2008. Testimony to her 15 year commitment of cross cultural work includes Women and WIK series, 3CR community radio awarded Louis St Johnston Trust and Catherine Davenport Award New York USA in 1997.
David Treanor

David graduated in social work in the United Kingdom and has also completed a Master of Public Administration through the University of Tasmania. David is a PhD Candidate in the School of Philosophy at the University of Tasmania, with interests in personal identity theory, applied ethics, human rights, nonviolence and reconciliation. 
Tom Newman-Morris
Tom recently completed a Research Masters in Social Theory at the University of Melbourne which focussed on European narratives of inclusion. He is interested in philosophical encounters – especially those that don’t work out - petty disagreements, misreading, and understanding, cynicism.  By night he dreams of studying urban planning, but is not sure why.  
Supported and hosted by the Institute of Postcolonial Studies (www.ipcs.org.au), and the University of Melbourne’s School of Social and Political Sciences (SSPS) and the Graduate School of 


Humanities and Social Sciences (GSHSS).
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