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Thinking Ahead
A workshop was held on the evening of Wednesday 10
June to exchange ideas about how the Institute might
develop over the next few years, expand its
constituencies and secure its funding. Discussion was
lively and wideranging, with agreement being reached on
some significant initiatives. The most important was the
commitment to convening a major conference every
second year. In other areas such as teaching programmes
and fundraising, it was accepted that more information
was required to make informed decisions. It is heartening
that suggestions made at the workshop were followed up
by a Council meeting a couple of weeks later, some small
group discussions and a spate of email correspondence.
The idea of the workshop came from Carlos Morreo, our
Latin American Research Initiatives Convenor, who flew
from Canberra for the occasion. In his opening remarks
he noted that May 2016 will be the 20 anniversary of the
founding of the Institute and it should be marked by
holding an international conference. This drew strong
support, the favoured theme being new developments in
postcolonial studies. This it was felt would capitalize on
recent debates and provide an opportunity for the
Institute to advance its own position which puts the
emphasis on postcolonialism applied more than
postcolonialism as high theory.
There was also strong support for a second international
conference to be held in June or July 2018 on Science and
Technology Studies (STS). A case was made that the
conference should foreground STS research and activism
in the Global South. This orientation appealed because it
might give a distinctive stamp to thinking about
reconstituting the political. In addition, it would
strengthen the Institute’s affiliations with the
nonEuropean world.
Picking up on what has been a concern in recent Council
meetings, a good deal of attention was paid to the need
to exploit social media in publicizing our events and

reaching out to a broader public. Richard Ley, Swati
Parashar and Ravi Bajpai, all of whom have experience in
the field, will constitute a working group, joined by Corina
Backhouse who was unable to be present at the
workshop. Prior to our postcolonial conference in 2016,
Adam Driver,

(L-R) Phillip Darby, Adam Driver, Swati Parashar, Ravi Bajpai (partially
obscured), Richard Ley, John Cash, Joan Clarke, Judith Grbich and
Carlos Morreo at the Planning Workshop on 10 June 2015.

Convenor of Film and Chinese studies, plans to film live
speech of our members spliced with institutional
memories of Institute happenings. This will be linked to a
dedicated conference site on our website.
There was some discussion of the importance of the
Institute reaching out to like-minded organisations to
develop collaborative ventures. Over the years the
Institute has endeavoured to join forces with a variety of
bodies, both local and overseas, with some notable
successes. Recently the Councils of the Institute and the
Congregation of Mark the Evangelist (the Uniting Church
situated a few minutes walk from the Institute) affirmed
their desire to convene more collaborating events. The
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first of these will be a public meeting on the sad state of
Australia’s engagement with Asia. (Details will be
available on our website in a couple of weeks.) Since a
recent visit by Alison Craddick, one of the editors of Arena
Magazine, we are also exploring how we might have a
somewhat similar collaboration with the Arena collective.
Funding remains a major stumbling block to broadening
the range of our offerings as well as intervening in public

seek The big news for the Journal for the first half of 2015
is that our publisher, Taylor & Francis, is moving to a new
look for both online and print editions of all their journals
called ‘Interact’. According to Taylor & Francis, the
benefits of Interact will include: better on-screen
readability, a cleaner, more contemporary font, clearer
display of author names and affiliations, and visual
indicators
for all open access articles. In terms of Postcolonial
Studies this will mean a new format for all of our articles
Continues p.2 and a change of font and colour scheme within the

Book Series: Writing Past Colonialism

Postcolonial Studies

The arrangements for the new series of Writing Past
Colonialism with Routledge UK
have been working out
extremely well. The first book
to be published by Routledge is
the Devika Goonewardene
memorial collection, entitled
From International Relations to
Relations
International:
Postcolonial Essays and edited
by Phillip Darby. It is due for
publication in early December
this year. Our editorial board is
much encouraged by the speed of the production
process, the care taken with the copy editing and the
promotional arrangements put in place for the book. We
are confident that Routledge will ensure a wide
circulation for books published in the series. The Institute
is grateful to Pal Ahluwalia, Michael Dutton and Sanjay
Seth for coming up with the scheme of making Writing
Past Colonialism a subset of their Postcolonial Politics
series. It is heartened by the enthusiasm of the Routledge
team for the project. It is delighted that Michael Dutton,
co-founder of the Institute, has joined the Writing Past
Colonialism editorial board.
The briefing statement that will appear on the frontals of
all books published in the subset along with Institute logo
reads:
Writing Past Colonialism is the signature series of the
Institute of Postcolonial Studies, based in Melbourne,
Australia. By postcolonialism we understand modes of
writing and artistic production that critically engage with
the ideological legacy and continuing practices of
colonialism, and provoke debate about the processes of
globalisation. The series is committed to publishing
works that break fresh ground in postcolonial studies and

Journal. Primarily concerned with refreshing the design of
the content of the Journal, the issue of the yellow front
cover of the hardcopy version will have to wait for
another day.
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Otherwise, looking ahead, the delays to publication 0will
shortly be behind us and we can expect multiple copies of
Postcolonial Studies to be shipped. The first issue for the
year is a miscellany, with multiple articles on postcolonial
‘aurality’ and reinterpretations of Fanon’s work. The
second is Phillip Darby’s edited special issue IndoAustralian connections: thinking beyond the state, which
will be fast-tracked to a Routledge book. This will be
followed by another miscellany issue, with interesting

examine how expertise in architecture and related fields
was mobilised in their production. Resultant discourses of
citizenship, community and commemoration will be
studied. Their significance for understanding political,
racially-inscribed and temporal environments will be
explored.

to make a difference both in the academy and outside it. as a fascinating account of national identity in Sékou By
way of illustration, our schedule includes books that Touré’s Guinea. address:
grounded issues such as nature and the environment,
activist politics and indigenous peoples’ struggles
cultural writing that pays attention to the politics of Thinking Ahead literary forms
experimental

approaches

that

produce

new

(Continued from p.1) debate. Over the past few years
postcolonial imaginaries by bringing together we have managed to pay our way without calling on our different
forms of documentation or combinations of benefactor, Alan Richmond, for a helping hand. Clearly, theory,
performance and practice
however, we need to do better than this. At the
workshop there was considerable interest in pursuing
The editorial board has now submitted a recommendation teaching programmes on various fronts. John Cash, for
publication a second title in the series. Two other
Richard Ley and others are to report back on what might
manuscripts are to be presented later in the year. The be involved. Other funding possibilities, not considered board
would be pleased to receive proposals for at the workshop, will be put to Council and our Board of manuscripts that
fit the above rubric. Please use the
Directors for consideration at their next meetings.
proposal form available on the Institute website.
articles on water waste in Palestinian literature, as well

Second Semester Programme
Date to be confirmed

War Panel
Speakers: Swati Parashar (moderator), Anoma Pieris,
Gerry Simpson

Temporal Cities: Provisional Citizens, Architectures Anoma Pieris is an associate professor at the Faculty of
of Internment.
Architecture Building and Planning, University of
The expedient design, assembly and erection of WWII
internment
facilities,
and
their
subsequent
transformation
for
post-war
detention
and
commemoration has produced a legacy of camp
environments associated with citizenship. These intense
experimental sites expose racial differences, human
displacements and national hostilities occurring during
the Pacific War. Through comparative case studies in
Australia, Singapore and the USA, this project will

Melbourne.
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Gerry Simpson is the Kenneth Bailey Chair of Law at
Melbourne Law School and Visiting Professor of Public
International Law at the London School of Economics,
where he held a Chair until 2009. He writes on war and
Diary of Events

mundane lived experiences of people and in powerful
emotions that constitute ‘self’, community and the
‘other.’ Such a comprehensive people-centric
understanding of war opens up spaces for genuine
reconciliation and fresh debates.

Date to be confirmed: War Panel
7:30pm, Thursday 3 September: Between government
and governance: the status of placemaking in the
nation-state
7:30pm, Thursday 10 September: Sexual Harassment:
Continuity and Discontinuity
7:30pm, Thursday 8 October: Bodies as Evidence:
What work do black female bodies do at asylum
borders in Ireland?
7:30pm, Thursday 15 October: No Limits for Justice: Swati Parashar is a lecturer in Politics and International
Circulations of Meanings in Torture 7:30pm, Thursday Relations at the School of Social Sciences, Monash
12 November: Colonial logics of postcolonial University.
dispossession: plantation systems, contemporary
‘landgrabs’ and inequality
7:30pm, Thursday 3 September

Between government and
governance: the status of
placemaking in the nation-state

All seminars will be held at the Institute: 78-80 Curzon
Street, North Melbourne, VIC 3051.
Charges: Waged: $5, Unwaged: $3, Members free
sentimentality. He is currrently writing or co-authoring
two books, one called The Sentimental Life of
International Law, the other (with Sundhya Pahuja and
Matt Craven) entitled Cold War International Law.

Geography is always political. Even imaginary
geographies are templates for the exercise, or
restriction, of power. Hence there is a strange graphic or
textual

Critical War Studies: New Knowledges and Research
Agendas
Critical War Studies scholars have called for attention to
be directed to new forms of knowledges about war that
are not obfuscated by concepts such as security. War as
experience, emotion, physicality and memory is
increasingly being considered in new interdisciplinary
research agendas. Tarak Barkawi appeals that the
‘international’ as a distinct social space be approached
from the perspective of war rather than war from the
perspective of the ‘international’. Christine Sylvester
advocates the collage method to map complex war
stories and experiential narratives. Several other scholars
are attempting to understand war not as part of
inter/intrastate relations but as a sociocultural, transhistorical institution that impacts on the ‘everyday’ lives
of men, women and children. War is not a disruption of
the ‘everyday’, an abstraction that has a definite
beginning and end, something we enter into and exit
from. Instead, it can be captured in the daily and
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genealogy linking the organization of the state and the
(not inaptly called) masterplan. While the postcolonial
state (cultural as well as social) continues to be drawn
(and drawn up) using the conventions of division and
representation found in the colonial map, it simply
performs a different drama in the same theatre. This
presentation discusses some recent public space design
commissions that have offered alternative narratives of
mutual recognition, care at a distance and the possibility
of the emergence of ‘creative regions.’ It is offered in the
context of ‘Ocean Connections,’ a current research
engagement in northern Australia, that maps an
archipelago of interests outside as well as inside the
nation state.

Zuleika Arashiro (centre) after her talk “Epistemologies of Ignorance
and the Construction of the ‘International’” on 2 July 2015

Paul Carter’s most recent book is Meeting Place: the
human encounter and the challenge of coexistence. His
new book, Choreotopgraphy: design and the dramaturgy
of encounter is due out later this year, He is currently
working as artist and designer on the Yagan Square
project, Perth. He is Professor of Design (Urbanism),
RMIT University.

7:30pm, Thursday 10 September
Sexual Harassment: Continuity and
Discontinuity
Following the Egyptian Revolution in early 2011,
Egyptian citizens were convinced that Egypt would
become a society free of corruption and exploitation and
that the slogan of the Revolution "Freedom, Bread,
Dignity" would become a reality in the near future.
Following that short period of optimism and intense
political activity, Egypt has returned to a state where
many citizens feel alienated and resigned and
simultaneously intense disappointment and anger. This
talk will focus on one strand of sociopolitical activity that
took place in relation to sexual harassment in order to a)
draw out political activity undertaken by women in Egypt
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attempting to think through the overly ambitious
question - how does a society that has been colonised
recover? - and this talk concentrates on one aspect of
that endeavour.

Amal Treacher Kabesh is an Associate Professor in the
School of Sociology and Social Policy at the University of
Nottingham.
Her
book
entitled
Postcolonial
Masculinities: Emotions, Histories and Ethics was
published in 2013 (Ashgate).

7:30pm, Thursday 8 October
Bodies as Evidence: What work do
black female bodies do at asylum
borders in Ireland?
First World scholarship dominates and ‘disciplines’
asylum/refugee
studies
into
Westcentric
migration/security/humanitarian discourses and reliance
on “blockbuster” theories (e.g. Agamben’s States of
Exception). These trends perpetuate the epistemic
violence of colonial knowledge production, and curtail
alter-narratives from below— particularly those of Third
World women—who are hypervisible as poster children
of refugeeism/poverty, but whose agency, intellectual
and political contributions are disappeared. This paper
draws from a yearlong Feminist Participatory Theatre
project with African women in asylum in the Republic of
Ireland. Ireland was relatively white until the arrival of
immigrant labour and refugees during the Celtic Tiger
boom (19952005). In 2004, the bodies of African women
seeking asylum became targets of the state and used to
force constitutional changes through the Citizenship
Referendum of 2004, denying jus solis citizenship to nonEuropean Irish migrants

b) to elucidate the complex dynamics of opportunity and
constraint in relation to gender and sexuality and c) to
explore the socio-political-affective conditions that
remain and those that have changed. My current work
concentrates on
I trace the continuous colonial violence of identity
categorization through images of black and third world
women circulated in UNHCR/NGO/State asylum and
foreign aid discourses. I argue that these force African
women in Irish asylum to incarnate through borders as
difference, through a "humanitarian alibi," which equally
contaminates asylum and feminist studies with the white
saviour discourse. As the women circulate through
asylum spaces (the courtroom, humanitarian/ charity
NGOs, Direct Provision hostels) they act as bodyborders,
and are put to political, cultural and affective work.
Neoliberal strategies appropriate migrant women’s
bodies in postrace, pseudo-feminist “integration,
diversity, empowerment and active citizenship” projects.
Meanwhile, capital feeds on their detainable, deportable
corporeal bodies. Participatory Drama methods, if
grounded in Black/Postcolonial feminist epistemology,
theory and methodology, can foster autonomy and
selfdetermined agendas for women in asylum. “Speaking
bodies” enflesh imaged and imagined bodies, and theatre
encounters offer radical decolonized spaces where
whitely and manly scripts can be confronted in convivial
space.

Nilmini Fernando is a final year Doctoral candidate at the
Women’s Studies department at University College Cork
(UCC), Ireland. She has a background in Occupational
Therapy, music and theatre performance and has
lectured at UCC and in Feminist Theory at Victoria
University, Melbourne.

7:30pm, Thursday 15 October No
Limits for Justice: Circulations of
Meanings in Torture
Nearly three decades since the adoption of the
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Convention against Torture (and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment) thousands of
people worldwide have been tortured and exposed to
inhumane cruelties. In this paper, I explore how colonial
relationships and contemporary conflicts might account
for the parallels and differences in how torture is
understood and employed as a legitimate strategy of
state control. I begin with an analysis of Mahashweta
Devi's Hajar Churashir Ma (Mother of 1084) that recounts
the brutal torture and killing of a political activist in an
Indian prison. I articulate how the portrayal of
interrogational torture and the discussions between
several political activists and their torturer in this novel
reflect the arguments for and against torture as a means
of acquiring evidence. Similarly, in Indian administered
Kashmir, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka torture in custody is
justified as a truth-finding mechanism. I consider how in
the colonial use of torture as a means of producing
discourses of power, and in its similar use in modernity as
a method for producing subjects as the ‘enemy', certain
kinds of binaries are invoked. These binaries not only
categorise and reinforce identities, but are also intended
to erase the state’s history of occupation and violence.

era and consider their legacies for international
development in the context of the universalization of the
state system. I connect the contemporary concern with
the landgrabs to a critical, historically informed discussion
of the plantation systems as a key foundation establishing
a legacy without appreciation of which the ‘new’
landgrabs cannot be adequately understood. At the same
time, the case of contemporary landgrabs, I argue,
challenges us to conceptualize colonial logics of
postcolonial practices of dispossession in ways that
capture the changing dynamics of social power relations
in contemporary development. Grasping the latter
requires an appreciation of the paradoxes of national
development. My historically oriented analysis, I argue,
offers insights into the formation of the paradox of
‘national development’ and its implications for addressing
inequalities in political terms.

Heloise Weber is Senior Lecturer in International
Relations and Development at the School of Political
Science and International Studies, The University of
Queensland.
Bina D’Costa is a Fellow and the Convener of the Peace
and Conflict Studies Programme in the Coral Bell School
at the Australian National University.

7:30pm, Thursday 12 November
Colonial logics of postcolonial
dispossession: plantation systems,
contemporary ‘landgrabs’ and
inequality
This paper offers a political analysis of what has come to
be referred to as the ‘new’ landgrabs in global
development. The method I adopt combines diachronic
and synchronic perspectives in the analysis, and to this
end, I revisit the plantation systems of the early colonial

Kim Rescued from Mineshaft
For those who are not in the know, Kim is one of the two
border collies resident at the Institute who give
members and visitors an exuberant welcome.
Very early in the morning a few weeks back at Phillip
Darby’s farm in the northeast of Victoria, Kim and his
brother Lochie took off after a mob of kangaroos. Lochie
returned a couple of hours later but there was no sign of
Kim. Exhaustive searches plus the local emergency email
system produced no leads as to his whereabouts. About
1pm the next day Phillip and Edgar found him at the
bottom of a mineshaft in thick bush riddled with diggings
left over from the gold rush. (Gold was discovered in
Stanley in 1853 and some prospectors could still be
found during the Second World War.
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Kim (L) and Lochie safely back in the orchard

An Evening with Ashis Nandy

were developed to improve and civilise society, have
been misused, evolving into new kinds of conflict,
domination

One of the world’s leading public intellectuals, Ashis
Nandy has been involved with the Institute of Postcolonial
Studies (IPCS) since its beginnings twenty years ago. I first
had the pleasure of meeting Ashis in Delhi in November
2013, at a roundtable that had been organised with a view
to setting up a South Asia collective for the Institute’s
journal. It was enlightening to then attend the evening of
conversation with Ashis at the IPCS in March this year. The
free-flowing yet intimate spaces of the Institute were the
perfect setting for informal discussion around the concept
of the increasing suppression of dissent across much of
the world today.
Following a welcome from Phillip Darby, Ashis opened the
conversation by explaining that this dialogue around
dissent was not limited to any particular geographical
place, nor any particular country or political environment,
but a general discussion in the context of the vital
importance of dissent for all societies.
Ashis presented the view that dissent is being eroded by
concepts of ‘professionalism’, ‘expertise’, ‘efficiency’ and
‘productivity’; concepts that pressurise individuals into
conforming, and dissuade them from dissent. Throughout
history and throughout the world there have been many
examples where dissent has been suppressed with
disastrous outcomes. Dissent is essential to humanity in
the wider spiritual context that no human being can
assume to develop a perfect system of thought; dissent is
necessary for the continual evolution of thought; it is an
essential part of the struggle for culture and survival.
Now, more than ever, dissent needs to be protected.

Ashis in discussion with members and guests on 26 March 2015.

and irrationality – the very opposite of the aspirations for
human emancipation and Reason that were the
foundations of the Enlightenment.
Ashis commented that since the beginning of time,
human values have come from compassion, empathy and
aesthetics. These have also been misused to perpetrate
irrational goals: mediaeval witch hunts were a telling
example of this, since women were hunted down and
tortured in the name of ‘saving their souls’. In considering
Twentieth Century genocides, it is the case that two thirds
comprised killings by secular states versus one third the
result of religion-based violence; and herein lies the
disconcerting truth that the individual cannot even find
protection in his/her own state.
In many developing countries throughout the world, tribal
communities have now been rendered voiceless through
integration; they can no longer express their personal
perspectives. The problems cannot be solved through
current structures, and the view was put forward that the
university system throughout the world, in developed
nations as in developing nations, is increasingly moving to
a framework where dissent has no place. Ashis gave the
example of India where 300 new universities have been
created in recent times, and whilst all have a Department
of English, none has a School of Philosophy; the drive is
Guests at the Ashis Nandy reception enjoyed some wonderful
increasingly towards management specialists not
Lebanese food. The Institute wishes to thank Priya Rangan for
scholars. Whereas the role of the university should be to
organising the catering.
scan all knowledge, to multiply dissent and to encourage
There was consensus with the view that all great systems alternative perspectives and reflections on new ways of
of thought need to be prepared for misuse. Four hundred thinking.
years after the Enlightenment we see those values that By way of encouraging debate among the audience, Ashis
opened up a question and answer session, which
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provided opportunity for the participants to express the broadranging and in themselves an example of how
diversity of their experiences in relation to dissent. This individuals from diverse backgrounds can come together,
dialogue enabled further exploration of the major issues. and through reasoned discussion find common
understandings, whilst respecting the multiplicity of
Continues in p.8 perspectives and constant need for questioning,
throughout our daily lives.
An Evening with Ashis Nandy
(Continued from p.7) Technology was perceived quite
largely as running counter to dissent – in the online arena
for example, it had caused the world to become
infinitesimally fragmented; dissent has in many respects
eroded into bullying and there is increasingly less space
for dissent on an intellectual level. Through young
peoples’ aspirations to have access to the latest
technologies, they are indirectly being channelled into
those bounds of conformity that suppress dissent even
further; to be management specialists rather than
scholars. Moreover, technology has caused violence
against individuals and time to consider this involves the
death of a real person. The online arena in general is also
causing people to become increasingly desensitised to
visions of violence. In answer to questions around
particular political systems, Ashis presented the view that
populations can be easily pushed into fascism (no nations
are ‘naturally’ fascist). All around the world we see the
media channelling the public’s views en masse, driving
perspectives through claims that may or may not be
based on fact but ride high on emotions and the power of
persuasion. The question was raised as to whether there
have been any promising developments in the current
landscape, in the context of the evolution of human
values. Ashis noted that it was no accident that the three
most revered individuals in the political world in the last
50 years have been Nelson Mandela, the Dalai Lama and
Aung San Suu Kyi – individuals who have each appealed
to human values and aspirations for democracy, reason
and a better society for all.
However, through the course of further discussions, it
was agreed that the disbenefit of the current landscape
was that the developed world in particular has become
obsessed with proficiency: how to ‘do stuff’ and how to
do it more proficiently and more quickly. In this arena,
questioning and dissent are discouraged, because “how”
is disturbed, and is perceived to be held back, by
questions of “why?”. It was agreed that this
discouragement of dissent is played out in the increasing
lack of physical spaces for discussion and debate; and the
online arena, as explored earlier in the evening’s
conversation, was not providing a solution.
Above all, the consensus was that dissent is to be
encouraged, as an expression of human imagination and
intellectual curiosity. The evening’s dialogues were

Alexander Selenitsch (second from right) with participants at the
symposium “Border Thinking/Thinking About Borders” on 24 July
2015.

Subscriptions
You can now take out - or renew - a membership
subscription online by pointing your browser to
http://www.ipcs.org.au/ join.html. You will need to sign
up to the PayPal system the first time you use the system.
After that, payments can be made by credit card or
transfer from a bank account. Please note that
subscriptions taken out online will automatically renew
each year - you can cancel your subscription at any time
by visiting http://www.ipcs.org.au/join.html. Members
can also pay their subscriptions in person at IPCS or by
cheque mailed to the Institute.
Annual subscription rates are as follows:
Student Membership: $20 per annum
Ordinary Membership: $40 per annum
Corporate Membership: $500 per annum
The first 200 members of the Institute now receive a free
subscription to our journal Postcolonial Studies.
Donations
Donations to the Institute can now also be made online.
Donations over $2 are tax-deductible for Australian
taxpayers. To donate online, please visit our homepage at
http://www.ipcs.org.au/
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78-80 Curzon St, North Melbourne,
VIC 3051, Australia
Telephone: + 61 3 9329 6381
Facsimile: + 61 3 9328 3131
Email: postcol@netspace.net.au
Web: http://www.ipcs.org.au
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