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Institute of Postcolonial Studies 

Newsletter 

Number Thirty-Nine March 2015 

An evening with Ashis Nandy 

The Suppression of Dissent 

6:30pm, Thursday, 26 March 2015 

Ashis Nandy will introduce a conversation with 

members of the Institute on the declining space for 

dissent  across most of the world.  He will outline 

something of his thinking about the importance of 

dissent to the democratic process, to the recovery of 

self from colonialism and for working towards 

alternative futures.  Defying the ruling approaches 

to dissent has been central both to Ashis’ public life 

and to his intellectual project.  The dedication in his 

1987 collection of essays entitled Traditions, 

Tyranny and Utopias reads: “For those who dare to 

defy the given models of defiance” 

No doubt Ashis will illustrate his talk by referring to 

developments in India and more generally south 

Asia. (For an introduction to censorship in India see the 

piece by Ravi Bajpai on p.2.) 

Ashis is interested in hearing about the position in Australia and there is much to tell him.  Most recently, or course, 

the attempt by the Federal Government to engineer the resignation of Gillian Triggs, President of the Australian 

Human Rights Commission, after the commission produced its damning report on the harm being inflicted on children 

in immigration detention. 

As Hugh de Krester, executive director of the Human Rights Law Centre, has observed this is but the latest in a series 

of moves to muzzle individuals who seek to challenge the secrecy around migration and counter-terrorism, to use 

finding cuts or threats thereof to force nongovernmental organisations to toe the official line, and to sideline the 

involvement of courts and international law. 

Ashis Nandy is Honorary Fellow of the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies in Delhi.  For many years he has 

been one of India’s leading public intellectuals.  The Bengali social anthropologist and novelist Amitav Ghosh has 

written “Ashisda is one of the most brilliant people I have ever known. Listening to him was like watching a fireworks 

display in which the spectators become part of the show: his thinking was so unexpected, so provocative that he 

would light fuses in the heads of everyone around him.”  Ashis has been a strong supporter of the Institute from its 

establishment in 1996.  He is a Distinguished Fellow of the IPCS. 
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Censorship in India 

State machineries have devised relatively peaceful yet 

effective ways to hollow out the whole idea of freedom of 

expression and curtail the space for dissent. The 

commonly held belief about democracies being more 

tolerant towards dissent is quite disingenuous; democratic 

states adopt some of the most innovative ways to 

suppress dissent. India has inherited stringent censorship 

laws from its colonial era to suppress expressions of 

dissent from the Indian population. Surprisingly, India as 

the world’s largest democracy not only clings to these 

archaic laws but also keeps inventing new ways to enforce 

stricter suppression of dissenting voices. 

It is ironic to recall that one of the most celebrated Indian 

liberals, Jawaharlal Nehru moved, the very first 

amendment to the Indian constitution to justify the ban on 

various publications. The Indian state of Madras (now 

Tamilnadu) declared the Communist Party illegal and 

banned a left leaning magazine Crossroads from 

distribution in its territory. The Chief Commissioner, Delhi, 

instructed Organiser, the mouthpiece of the right wing 

group Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), to submit all 

communal matters and materials including cartoons 

related to Pakistan for scrutiny to local officials before 

publication. The Indian courts rejected the ban on these 

magazines under the constitutional provision of freedom 

of expression, leading Nehru’s government to place 

freedom of expression under the caveats of  ‘public order’ 

and ‘relations with friendly states’. 

India witnessed some of the harshest censorship during the 

period of the internal Emergency (June 1975-March 1977). 

Yet this was also the period when critics developed some 

of the most inventive methods to remain effective. Among 

the most prominent editors and publishers who defied the 

government were A D Gorwala (Opinion), Nikhil 

Chakravartty (Mainstream), Samar Sen (Frontier) and C R 

Irani (The Statesman).  The vernacular press was active as 

well. The Emergency era is still regarded as a watershed 

moment in Indian politics and also the high watermark of 

‘politics of defiance’ practiced by the print media. 

Another chapter in the Indian story began when the 

government embraced the new economic order in 1991. 

This turn from socialist to market-oriented policies 

heralded the transfer (surrender) of power on many public 

policies.  During the period of neoliberalism there has been 

substantial growth of enterprises in print, TV, electronic 

media, think tanks and now social media.  Large corporate 

houses now control a major portion of the opinion-making 

industry. On the face of it the Indian state may appear as 

the final authority enforcing censorship while in reality 

these political-corporate controlled media have enforced 

their own code of censoring alternative ideas. An equally 

dangerous trend has been the virtual outsourcing of 

censorship from state agencies to various fringe groups 

claiming to represent small slices of the population in the 

name of religion, sect, caste and other such social 

groupings. These fringe groups adopt a far more radical, 

violent and anarchic approach to enforce their own code of 

censorship on anything they deem inappropriate that 

‘hurts’ public sentiments or is anti-national. 

More generally, South Asia is notorious for its contempt 

for any kind of dissent. The dreadful murder of 

freethinking blogger Avijit Roy in Bangladesh is but one 

example of such oppression.  It is quite shocking to see 

that India practices similar murderous contempt for 

dissent against the sectarian-corporate-state nexus. In 

August 2013, a prominent anti-superstition activist, Dr. 

Narendra Dabholkar, was shot dead by unknown 

assailants. In February 2015 veteran Communist leader 

and anti-toll tax campaigner Govind Pansare was similarly 

killed by unknown assailants. Little political and social will 

exists in terms of bringing the guilty to justice. 

It is a myth to consider democracies as more 

accommodating of dissent; ‘democratic’ India thrives on 

censorship and uses it as a government subsidy/largesse 

to keep different factions happy. 

Ravi Dutt Bajpai 

Ravi Dutt Bajpai is a Council member of  the Institute of 

Postcolonial Studies in Melbourne and is a regular social 

and political commentator with the Hindi daily, Prabhat 

Khabar, published from Bihar and Jharkhand. He is a 

regular commentator on Special Broadcasting Service 

(SBS) in Hindi in Australia. 

Light Refreshments will be served. 
Charges: Members free, Guests $20. 

RSVP by email to <postcol@netspace.net.au> by  18 March 2015. 

Please state any dietary requirements 
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Jenny Smith (L) with David Hall (R) and Richard Ley after her talk on 

homelessness in Australia - an issue that has largely escaped the 

attention most postcolonial scholars. 

A two-day workshop addressing these issues was 
convened by the School of Social Sciences, Monash 
University and the Institute of Postcolonial Studies on 24 
and 25 November 2014.  The following report was written 
by Swati Parashar who did a remarkable job in organising 
the event. 

 

It has been more than two decades since Gendered States: 

Feminist (Re)Visions of International Relations Theory we 

hoped to fill that conceptual gap and take forward the 

earlier debates about the meaning and practices of the 

gendered state today. 

Intense global and local contestations are a trademark of 

the 21 century state. Brutal conflicts are raging in many 

parts of the world.  Political groups are fighting to be 

recognised as states or challenging the authority of states. 

Maoists in India are engaged in a full fledged war against 

the state.  Democracies have lacked the political and social 

will to enforce human rights. States have committed 

horrific war crimes against their own citizens and others. 

On the other side, the rule of the state is increasingly 

challenged by people’s movements.  It is also challenged 

by the global political economy - though hardly in a way 

that would be welcomed by most postcolonial analysts. 

Notwithstanding all this, the state continues to be 

reinvented as well as sought after as an aspirational and 

enabling political entity. 

Rethinking Gender, Identity and the Modern State 

( L-R )  Ann Tickner, Jacqui True, Phillip Darby and Swati Parashar at the 
workshop on 24 November 2014. 
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Our interdisciplinary workshop brought together scholars 

from law, history, international relations, postcolonial 

studies, development and criminology to understand the 

modern state and its intricate relationship to identity 

politics and gender. In Gendered States, there was much 

discussion of the liberal state, the security state and the 

realist state. In our workshop the conversation was 

extended to theorise the postcolonial state, focussing 

particularly on its marginalisations and violence. We asked 

is the concept generic or are some states particularly 

gendered in their identities and interests and with what 

implications? What purchase does the concept of 

gendered state have for our theorising and our empirical 

understanding and analysis? (Continued p.4) 

Rethinking Gender, Identity and the 
Modern State 

(Continued from p.3) How far and in what ways are 

postcolonial states distinctively gendered and/or 

different from metropolitan/core states? Whose voices 

remain unheard in postcolonial states? Can we, at this 

juncture, visualise a ‘post state’? 

Drawing on critical postcolonial and feminist approaches 

together with empirical case studies, participants 

engaged with the ontological formations of the modern 

state and its capacity and willingness to adapt to the 

global and local contestations of its identity and purpose. 

Violence in its multiple forms remained the overarching 

theme of the papers, as they examined how the state was 

not only implicated in it but also often provided the 

institutions and legal infrastructure through which justice 

for the marginalised and, women in particular, could be 

achieved. The discussions focussed on increasing political 

violence perpetrated by states and the prevailing 

anxieties both within postcolonialism and feminism as 

they reimagine norms of citizenship and politics within 

and beyond the state. 

As part of the workshop, Swati Parashar moderated a 

dialogue between leading feminist IR scholar J Ann 

Tickner from American University and Phillip Darby of 

the IPCS.  This event was entitled The Twain Shall Meet: 

Feminism and Postcolonialism in IR.  Our speakers 

reflected on developments in their fields, challenging 

IR’s foundational myths and arguing for more activist 

approaches.  They also spoke of the anxieties of each 

knowledge formation about the other and the need for 

more probing collaborative research.  We see the 

dialogue as the first in a series of conversations at the 

Institute about the overlapping concerns of feminist and 

postcolonial scholars and how they might be furthered. 

Swati Parashar 

 
Patrice Naiambaba(centre) at his “Masterclass: The Gospel of Othello” 

on 2 October 2014. 

(1992) edited by V. Spike Peterson was published. This 

volume provided an important critique of International 

Relations theory engaging with its key political actor, the 

state. The collection explored how gender shapes 

security, sovereignty and revolution and highlighted how 

the state is gendered in its constitution and practices, 

historically privileging men and hegemonic masculinity. 

Women, on the other hand, are oppressed and forced to 

accept the will of the state, co-opted as cultural/national 

symbols, reproducing for the state.  Contributors argued 

that feminist theorising of the state was essential to 

understand the new emerging world order after the Cold 

War. Since Gendered States, however, feminist IR has 

been somewhat reluctant to engage with mainstream IR 

concepts such as the state, war and sovereignty, turning to the study of human rights and globalisation and after 9/11 

even forging Workshop participants decamp to the Institute courtyard for informal a subfield of feminist security studies. With 

this workshop, discussions on 25 November 2014. 
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IPCS Symposium: Border 
Thinking/Thinking About Borders 

24 June 2015, Friday, symposium and plenary at the 

Institute of Postcolonial Studies 

 
Carrying Innocence 2014, by Vicky Leo 

(acrylic on canvas) 

Despite the many forces for economic and political 

unification in the post-national era, the demarcation, 

relocation, deconstruction and passage across geographic 

borders shape contemporary national subjectivities and 

their constitutive spaces. Recent research has recognised 

the intensification of political subjectivities at the nation’s 

(purported) periphery, its impact on marginalised subjects 

and the traumatic inscription of border crossings on the 

bodies of the politically disenfranchised. The border has 

prompted many intellectual positions such as ‘Border as 

Method’ and ‘Border Thinking’ which identify the critical 

and epistemological significance of the periphery. It has 

produced interdisciplinary academic scholarship on 

physical border lands, immigrant mobilities, and human 

security. This symposium builds on an ongoing intellectual 

exploration of borders in theory and in practice that have 

prompted a number of events. They include an IAG panel 

(2014), a proposed issue of Fabrications 25:3 (2015), and 

a future book project. 

The planned symposium includes individual presentations 

from a number of scholars, including postgraduate 

students. It is followed by a creative practice workshop run 

by architect/artist/poet, Alex Selenitsch, who will test 

their research methodologies through his project for a 

Liminal House. 

This event is part of an ARC research project: Temporal 

Cities, Provisional Citizens: Architectures of Internment led 

by A/Prof. Anoma Pieris of the Melbourne School of 

Design. 

7:30pm, Wednesday, 22 April Foreign 

Bodies: The New Victims of Unethical 

Experimentation 

The globalisation of preventative health, as articulated in 

the 2000 Millennium Development Goals (MDG), aspires 

to address the inequalities of health and life expectancy 

that separate the global North and South. Part of this 

initiative involves the production of new and better drugs 

which involves clinical trials on human subjects. Yet with 

the dominance of health delivery according to a neoliberal 

model, in which bioprofits play an increasingly central 

role, profit margins often trump personal safety. The 

business environment driving clinical trials has led to 

pharmaceutical companies seeking cheaper and more 

efficient sources of human subjects and environments in 

which regulatory restrictions are less stringent than in 

Western states, hence the rapid rise in the outsourcing of 

trials to developing countries. The paper examines some 

of the tragic outcomes from this practice, using cases from 

India and Africa. It argues that the exploitation of human 

subjects in the global South, affecting the most vulnerable 

groups, often obscured by the rhetoric of development 

and health delivery, is little more than state-corporate 

crime and medical imperialism. 

 

Patricia (Paddy) Rawlinson is Associate Professor of 

International Criminology at the University of Western 

Sydney. Before coming to Australia she worked at a 

number of British universities including Edinburgh and 

the London School of Economics.  She has published 

widely on crime and corruption in Russia and Eastern 

Europe, Her current research and publications examine 

international state and corporate violence in the context 

of medical abuse, in particular unethical clinical trials. 

Diary of Events 

Seminar Series 
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7:30pm, Wednesday, 22 April: Foreign Bodies: The New 

Victims of Unethical Experimentation 

7:30pm, Wednesday, 6 May: Identity, Security and 

Development in the Maoist Conflict in India 

7:30pm, Wednesday, 13 May: Between government 

and governance: the status of placemaking in the 

nation-state 

7:30pm, Thursday, 23 July: Re-thinking Borders: 

InterAsian conversations with Postcolonial Studies 

All seminars will be held at the Institute: 78-80 Curzon 

Street, North Melbourne, VIC 3051. 

Charges: Waged: $5, Unwaged: $3, Members free 

7:30pm, Wednesday 6 May 

Identity, Security and Development in 
the Maoist Conflict in India 

The Maoist insurgency in India is seen mostly as a law and 

order/security problem. In 2006, the Indian Prime Minister 

called it the “greatest security threat in India” while in 

2011 the Home Minister said, “the most violent 

movement in the country is not terrorism but left-wing 

extremism”. The solutions so far have been quick fix 

military campaigns complemented by an equal measure of 

development, although increasingly, development policies 

are crafted as tools of “doing security” rather than 

alleviating conditions of marginalised people. This 

presentation examines the problems and convergence 

within the development-security nexus; the ‘policing 

through development’; how it keeps ‘enemy’ identity 

afloat and the conflict thriving. 

 
Swati Parashar is a lecturer in Politics and International 

Relations at the School of Social Sciences, Monash 

University. Apart from academic appointments at the 

University of Wollongong and at the University of 

Limerick in Ireland, she has also worked with public policy 

think tanks such as the International Centre for Political 

Violence and Terrorism Research in Singapore and the 

Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi. Her current 

research interests include critical security and war studies, 

feminist and postcolonial international relations, women 

militants and combatants, political violence and 

development in South Asia. She is the author of Women 

and Militant Wars: The Politics of Injury, (Routledge: 

London) 2014. 

 

Yassir Morsi at one of his workshops with young Muslims on 24 

August 2014. 

7:30pm, Wednesday 13 May 

Between government and 

governance: the status of 

placemaking in the nation-state 

Geography is always political. Even imaginary geographies 

are templates for the exercise, or restriction, of power. 

Hence there is a strange graphic or textual genealogy 

linking the organization of the state and the (not inaptly 

called) masterplan. While the postcolonial state (cultural as 

well as social) continues to be drawn (and drawn up) using 

the conventions of division and representation found in the 

colonial map, it simply performs a different drama in the 

same theatre. This presentation discusses some recent 

public space design commissions that have offered 

alternative narratives of mutual recognition, care at a 

distance and the possibility of the emergence of ‘creative 

regions.’ It is offered in the context of ‘Ocean Connections,’ 

a current research engagement in northern 

Australia, that maps an archipelago of interests outside as 

well as inside the nation state. 
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Paul Carter’s most recent book is Meeting Place: the 

human encounter and the challenge of coexistence. His 

new book, Choreotopgraphy: design and the dramaturgy 

of encounter is due out later this year, He is currently 

working as artist and designer on the Yagan Square 

project, Perth. He is Professor of Design (Urbanism), RMIT 

University. 

7:30pm, Thursday, 23 July Re-

thinking Borders: Inter-Asian 

conversations with Postcolonial 

Studies 
Inter-Asia Cultural Studies first emerged through a 

determination to de-imperialise area studies boundaries, 

as articulated in the work of Kuan-Hsing Chen. Since then, 

with a journal, society, conference and many publications 

it is a fast-growing regional tour-de force, and a dialogic 

intellectual platform for the global south. What challenges 

does it pose for post colonial studies? 

The event is organised as a plenary aimed at examining 

socio-spatial boundaries and the regional imagination, 

through presentations and discussion with A/Prof. Audrey 

Yue and Professor Koichi Iwabuchi, Cultural Typhoon 

Melbourne. 

Cultural Typhoon Melbourne is a group of 

Melbournebased (but not exclusive of those based outside 

Melbourne) scholars, students and activists, interested in 

exploring media and cultural studies in Asian contexts. 

Development Objection 
The warehouse across the lane from the adjoining garden 
courtyard was recently sold.  A development submission has 
been lodged for the partial demolition of the existing structure 
and work to construct four dwellings. The proposal provides 
little detail about floor space usage, screening and external 
finishes. But it is clear that the development would adversely 
affect the amenities of the Institute. Along with neighbouring 
property owners, the Institute lodged a strong objection to the 
proposed development. 

Book series: Writing Past Colonialism 

The Institute is delighted to announce that its book series 

will now be published by Routledge UK, part of the Taylor 

and Francis group.  The series will be published as a subset 

of Postcolonial Politics, edited by Pal Ahluwalia, Michael 

Dutton and Sanjay Seth.  Our books will carry the IPCS logo 

as well as a customised briefing statement. 

It is our belief that Routledge has the standing and 

international networks to ensure a wide circulation for 

books published in the series.  Now that Routledge is part 

of the Taylor and Francis group, there are other benefits 

to be derived from consolidating our publishing 

arrangements. Our relationship with Taylor and Francis as 

publisher of our journal Postcolonial Studies has been a 

happy and productive one. The move to Routledge also 

carries the possibility of Routledge India publishing Indian 

editions of Routledge books dealing with subcontinental 

issues. 

The first book to be published in the new series will be the 

Devika Goonewardene collection From International 

Relations to Relations International: Postcolonial Essays, 

edited by Phillip Darby.  The title of the book takes its cue 

from a passage in Christine Sylvester’s monograph Feminist 

Theory and International Relations in a Postmodern Era.  

The book is dedicated to the memory of Devika 

Goonewardene who died in 2009 aged thirty four. Devika 

taught Phillip Darby’s IR course in Melbourne and was 

deeply involved in the IPCS.  All the contributors to the 

book were in one way or another involved in this course. 

Michael Dutton (centre) in animated discussion after his talk on 

politics and passion on 23 September 2014. 

The first chapter, originally written by Devika for a 

conference in Kolkata, is entitled “On teaching an 
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unorthodox IR course”.  The second chapter by Ashis 

Nandy in conversation takes up the possibilities of making 

 

Gerry Simpson (L) mingling with the audience at his seminar on 

Timor-Leste and the international courts on 28 August 2014. 

connections with others through the culture of the 

everyday.Antony Anghie, Devika’s brother, analyses 

problems of the nation-state as they manifest themselves 

in international law.  Phillip Darby writes of development 

and world order. Sekai Nzenza contributes two short 

stories about African everyday life.  Carlos Morreo’s essay 

develops the theme that IR is “misplaced” in Latin 

America. In an experimental piece of writing, David Martin 

critiques the so-called aesthetic turn in IR.  Christine 

Deftereos explores how the discipline has disavowed a 

theory of the self.  Paul Carter urges the IR constituency to 

rethink its political geography to further connections 

between peoples as well as more progressive 

international governance. 

Further details about the new series including a briefing 

statement and proposal forms will be available in a week 

or two on the Institute’s website. 

Publication of IPCS Seminar 

The conversation between Phillip Darby, Yassir Morsi and 

John von Sturmer on the everyday at the IPCS on 14 

August 2014 will be published later this year.  It will be the 

first chapter in a book entitled Everyday Knowledge, 

Edcuation and Sustainable Futures: Transdisciplinary 

approaches in the Asia/Pacific Region, edited by Margaret 

Robertson and Eric Tsang.  The publisher is Springer in the 

United States. 

Postcolonial Studies 
The year 2014 was a mixed one 

for Postcolonial Studies 

swinging from the joys of 

welcoming new editorial 

colleagues Ira Raja and Baidik 

Bhattacharya and their newly 

formed South Asia Editorial, to 

the unforeseen problems for 

the academic publishing sector 

as a whole brought about by 

the UK government’s 

announcement that all publicly 

funded research 

should now be Open Access. The latter development 

meant that two issues of the journal were held up in the 

production process for inordinate amounts of time, 

resulting in us missing yearly publishing targets. The good 

news is that as I write the final two issues of Postcolonial 

Studies for 2014 are going to press simultaneously and so 

IPCS Members should be receiving their copies in March. 

In the next month IPCS Members should be taking delivery 

of Shadow Zones: Dark Travel and Postcolonial Literature. 

Edited by Robert Clarke, Anna Johnston and Jacqui Dutton 

from University of Tasmania. 

Otherwise looking ahead we have Phillip Darby’s special 

issue “Indo-Australian connections: thinking beyond the 

state” due for release in the first half of 2015. This issue 

attempts to develop a modest archive of what has been 

done or might be done to challenge the ascendancy of the 

state and its partners to determine the nature of the Indo-

Australian relationship.  It looks to how matters of race, 

class and gender figure in the conception of the nation, to 

whose voices are heard and whose are not, and to the way 

bilateral ties are related to regional developments in south 

and southeast Asia. The contributions include analyses of 

the relationship between the state and the everyday, the 

exchanges between Britain, India and settler societies 

about the White Australia Policy, memories of Australia’s 

experiences of India, the politics of cricket, the cultural 

politics of shit in India, an applied theatre project in 

Bhutan, the reordering of space under contemporary 

capitalism, and the “Indian Other” in the Australian 

geographical imaginary (and, of course, its reverse) The 

journal is also accruing quite a backlog of unsolicited 

manuscript ready for publication. Often considered the 

backbone of any good journal, and a mark of its respect 

within the academic community, these healthy levels of 

copy will make for some interesting and varied miscellany 

issues in early to mid-2015. 
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David L Martin 
Shahin Shafaei (L) with participants at the entertaining and 

thoughtprovoking seminar “Struggles in creating performance  for 

social change” on 7 October 2014. 

Subscriptions 

You can now take out - or renew - a membership 

subscription online by pointing your browser to 

http://www.ipcs.org.au/ join.html. You will need to sign 

up to the PayPal system the first time you use the system. 

After that, payments can be made by credit card or 

transfer from a bank account. Please note that 

subscriptions taken out online will automatically renew 

each year - you can cancel your subscription at any time 

by visiting http://www.ipcs.org.au/join.html. Members 

can also pay their subscriptions in person at IPCS or by 

cheque mailed to the Institute. 

Annual subscription rates are as follows: 

Student Membership:  $20 per annum 

Ordinary Membership: $40 per annum 

Corporate Membership: $500 per annum 

The first 200 members of the Institute now receive a free 

subscription to our journal Postcolonial Studies. 

Donations 

Donations to the Institute can now also be made online. 

Donations over $2 are tax-deductible for Australian 

taxpayers. To donate online, please visit our homepage at 

http://www.ipcs.org.au/ 

78-80 Curzon St, North Melbourne, 
VIC 3051, Australia 

Telephone: + 61 3 9329 6381 
Facsimile: + 61 3 9328 3131 

Email: postcol@netspace.net.au 
Web: http://www.ipcs.org.au 


