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The Institute of Postcolonial Studies, in partnership with the Australia India Institute, is hosting a symposium in
Melbourne to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the founding of the IPCS. Entitled Reorienting the Postcolonial,
it will begin with a cocktail party on the evening of Sunday 10 July and will conclude with a buffet dinner on the evening
of Wednesday 13 July.
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(Continued from p.1) The focus of the symposium will be
on postcolonialism applied, meaning an approach to
knowledge interested in the doing, that is action oriented
and grounded in its practices. For some years there have
been calls for postcolonialism to move in this direction –
from the word to the world, from past to present, from
exceptional moments to the everyday. Recently they have
gained traction. For instance, the Times Higher Education
of 28 January 2016 featured an opinion piece entitled
Post-colonial studies: time to step out of the comfort zone?
Our own initiative is perhaps less of a response to
immediate events, evolving as it has over a longer
timeframe. From quite early in its history the Institute was
branching out from its more narrowly academic agenda. In
two basic directions. One was to turn to the creative and
performing arts. The other was the attempt to reach a
broader constituency through public meetings and topical
seminars. The collage of images on p.1 and this page
illustrates this side of the IPCS’s work.

(Continues p.2)
the relationship between Indigenous
peoples and whitefellas’ Australia
the radicalism of creative practice;
exploring the ways affects might recast
the ruling conventions of politics
the disillusionment of young people with
politics as we know it – their
dissatisfaction
with
market-driven
education, their search for alternatives to
the economies of growth and power.
their turn to social media

We hope over the next few weeks to settle our final
programme but for the moment we can sketch a brief
outline of a few sessions and name confirmed speakers.
Arena Publications has organized a team of five speakers
to discuss postcolonial dilemmas of Indigenous Australia
in two related sessions. 1. Self-determination and beyond
Philip Batty (Museum of Victoria), Gary Foley(Victoria
University), Melinda Hinkson (Deakin University) What
was self-determination? How do Indigenous and nonindigenous participants in the implementation of selfdetermination policies recall the hopes, challenges and
disappointments of this period? What are the implications
of the recent turn to mainstreaming of government
programs? How do differently located Aboriginal people
experience and interpret this shift and how should wider
Australia understand the present moment in the recent
history of postcolonial politics? 2. Indigenous practices
and the future of the planet
Jon Altman (Deakin University) and Tony Birch (University
of Melbourne)
Land rights and then native title had their genesis in black
activism and progressive politics in the self-determination
era. Today nearly a third of the Australian continent is
under some form of Indigenous title recognised in
Australian law. While the popular perception is that
remote Indigenous communities are all dysfunctional and
To help structure the proceedings of the symposium, we in crisis, productive Indigenous land and resource
have identified five themes that connect with the IPCS’ management practices are clearly evident in a social
history and its planning for the future. These are:
movement to occupy and care for country. We ask how
can wider Australia be convinced of the value of this barely
stories about alternative traditions and visible postcolonial practice that combines social justice
independent scholarly communities
with national and global interests?
In
another session, Emma Kowal (Deakin University)will
developments in the Indian subcontinent,
picking up on our partnership with the deliver a paper on Haunting Biology: Science and
Australia India Institute as well as the IPC’s Indigeneity in Australia.
long-standing connection with the region John von Sturmer (IPCS) has chosen as his subject How I
write/wish to write. The extent of our colonisation can be
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gauged by the extent and insistence of the censorious
voice…The colonial will not be overcome by arguing in its
terms-or through its semblances of “reasonableness”.
The politics of affect will be taken up by Michael Dutton
(Goldsmiths College, University of London) and Dean Brink
(National Chiao Tung University, Taiwan). Michael will
argue that the political in China is a channelling of affective
flows brought together with an intensity that in part he
traces back to undercurrents of a peasant tradition. Dean
will explore how Taiwanese poets responded to Japanese
colonial rule, drawing on clips from a documentary film he
directed that includes selections of interviews with a
number of the poets.
On the performance side, Fregmonto Stokes (artist and
performer) will give an updated version of his alter ego,
mining magnate Twiggy Palmcock, a personal friend of
former Prime Minister Tony Abbott. There will also be a
presentation by choreographer Russell Dumas (IPCS), six
dancers and dance academics Sally Gardner and Elizabeth
Dempster. The work is concerned with how forms of
knowing relate to forms of becoming, as well as with the
possibility of creativity in performance practices.
Other confirmed speakers include Paul Carter (RMIT
University), Craig Jeffrey (Director, Australia India
Institute), Ashis Nandy (Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies) and Heloise Weber and colleagues (University of
Queensland).
In addition, we will bring out at least one additional Indian
presenter and it appears likely that the Australian Centre
for Latin American Studies at ANU will sponsor a speaker
from Latin America.
Updates will appear on our website but if you would like
to receive these directly please send us your email
address.

(If you are paying by direct deposit please include your
name in the transaction.)

Book Series: Writing Past Colonialism

The book committee is very pleased to announce that the
first book published in our new series with Routledge UK
as a subset of Postcolonial Politics has arrived ahead of
schedule. Entitled “From International Relations to
Relations International: Postcolonial essays”, it is edited by
Phillip Darby. The collection is dedicated to the memory
of Devika Goonewardene.
We have two manuscripts nearing completion that appear
promising.
The book committee would welcome
proposals that break new ground in postcolonial studies.
Our schedule includes books that address: grounded
issues such as nature and the environment, activist politics
and indigenous peoples’ struggles;cultural writing that
pays
attention to the
politics of literary
forms;experimental approaches that produce new
postcolonial imaginaries by bringing together different
forms of documentation or combinations of theory,
performance and practice.

Associate Directors

On Jane Jacob’s departure to the University of Edinburgh
in April 2002, Priya Rangan was appointed to succeed her
Registration
as Associate Director. In mid-2015 Priya resigned from her
Full $180, early bird $160 (by 31 March) Student
appointment at Monash and advised that she would
$75
withdraw from her Institute position at the end of the
Above includes entry to all sessions including opening
year. In her changed circumstances, she may well decide
cocktail party, morning and afternoon tea Individual
to return to India, making periodic visits to Australia. We
sessions $20
are delighted to know that Priya intends to continue her
Closing buffet dinner (open to all) $50
long and productive involvement with the Institute.
We are extremely pleased to announce that Swati
To
book please send us
by
email
Parashar has been appointed Associate Director, now
(postcol@netspace.net.au) your name, your email
subtitled Academic Programme.
In her two-year
address, and the sessions you would like to attend.
association with the Institute she has been a member of
Council, has organized several very successful seminars
Payment can be made by cheque or direct deposit
and convened a two-day workshop on feminism and
BSB number: 083-355
postcolonialism. Swati is a senior lecturer in the Politics
Account number: 66-810-2402
and International Relations Programme at Monash. In a
Account name: Institute of Postcolonial Studies
review of our governance structure, Council has created
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two additional Associate Director positions, one subtitled
Outreach and Communications and the other
Development. Over the next few months, Council will be
working to fill these positions.

I will suggest in the conclusion of my paper that in dealing
with rumours in the corporate sector we shouldn’t try to
expunge them entirely, as was effectively mooted in
Australia by ASIC in 2009. Attempts at the time to shut
down information being provided in the “eye of the
Seminar Series
storm” was, I would suggest, not the wisest or most
This semester programme features four presentations of effective strategies then being pursued by ASIC.
wide interest. Each seminar stands in its own right but
taken collectively they feed into our symposium to be
held in July. The IPCS is grateful to Alison Caddick, Corina
Backhouse, Kalissa Alexeyeff and Léuli Eshraghi for
helping to put the programme together.
Diary of Events
7:30pm, Thursday 10 March: Regulating Rumour in the
Colonies and the Postcolonial World
7:30pm, Wednesday 4 May: A Study of a Samoan Savage
7:30pm, Wednesday 11 May: Muslim Domesticities:
Domicide, Trauma and Homeless
7:30pm, Thursday 19 May: Whose Problem is the
‘Problem with Islam’?
Please note that all seminars will be held at the Institute
(78-80 Curzon Street, North Melbourne 3051) except the
last one, which will be at the North Melbourne Uniting
Church Hall, Elm Street, North Melbourne .(Melway 2A
H10)

Rob Mc Queen is a Senior Fellow in the Melbourne Law
School, a member of the Editorial Board of the Griffith Law
Review and on the Executive of the Australian & New
Zealand Law & Society Association, of which he is a former
President. Before his retirement from Monash Law School
in 2013, Rob had previously been Professor and
Foundation Head of the School of Law, Victoria University,
from 2000-2005 and subsequently Professor of the Griffith
law School, 2005-2009, during which period he served as
Head of School and Dean of the Griffith Law School from
2005-2007.

Charges: Waged: $5, Unwaged: $3, Members Free

7:30pm, Thursday 10 March
Regulating Rumour in the Colonies
and the Postcolonial World
This paper begins in Ghana where the former Head of
Ghanaian Law School, Sir Laurence Gower, in a final
gesture from the departing British colonists, drafted the
Companies Act of 1963. The legislation constituted the
Nilmini Fernando (second from right) at her talk on how
blueprint for “modern” company legislation across most
Participatory Drama Methods can foster autonomy and
former British colonies. We then move to East Africa and selfdetermined agendas for women in asylum, 8 October 2015.
African historian Luise White’s contention that “Rumours
do not take off from truth, but rather seek out the truth.”
The paper then goes on to suggest that an outright
dismissal of rumour as evidence is generally perilous, as
7:30pm, Wednesday 4 May
recent experience would suggest in respect to the
A Study of a Samoan Savage
examination of priests, well known entertainers and
others being “caught out” for historic sex crimes which at In April 2012 Patrick Richard Lam – a Samoan New
the time were regarded as “only rumours”, not as Zealander and the coach for the Blues squad’s rugby team
evidence from which to prosecute.
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- made the national news headlines when he received
vicious texts and threatening messages on social media.
Together with other selected players in the Blue’s team he
was blamed for the loss of 5 out of 6 matches in Super
Rugby, the problem being they were Polynesians. Many
Polynesian rugby players today are actively recruited by
a variety of rugby clubs in New Zealand and internationally
supposedly due to their body shape that can withstand the
physical demands of the game. However, when games are
lost rugby fans are quick to demand disciplinary actions to
improve the performance of ‘savages’ on the field.
This incident partly inspired the creation of ‘A Study of a
Samoan Savage’ (2015) - a body of work comprised of
photographs and silent video works informed by a broad
critique on the historical representations of Samoan men
and their association to athleticism and prowess as a racial
stereotype linked to the ideas surrounding the ‘noble
savage’ from being fetishized as a subject and object of
‘the other’ by 19 century Victorian science and exotic
entertainment, and how these ideas continue to permeate
in the postcolonial era.

Switzerland. Yuki's work can be found in public collections,
among others, at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art
the Queensland Art Gallery and the Gallery of Modern Art,
Brisbane. Her works are also held in private collections,
among others, Giorgio Armani.

Paul Carter (second from right) with members of the audience
after his talk on placemaking and the nation-state,
3 September 2015

7:30pm, Wednesday 11 May
Muslim Domesticities: Domicide,
Trauma and Homeless

Nose Width with Vernier Caliper (2015) Yuki Kihara
(Image courtesy of Yuki Kihara and Milford Galleries
Dunedin, New Zealand)

A native of Samoa, Yuki Kihara is an interdisciplinary artist
whose work engages in a variety of social, political and
cultural issues. Often referencing Pacific history, her work
explores the varying relationships between gender, race,
culture and politics.
In 2008, Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York
presented a solo exhibition of Yuki’s work entitled ‘Living
Photographs’ featuring highlights of her interdisciplinary
practice, followed by an acquisition of her works by the
museum for their permanent collection. Yuki’s works have
been presented at the Asia Pacific Triennial (2002 & 2015),
Auckland Triennial (2009), Sakahàn Quinquennial (2013),
Daegu Photo Biennial (2014). Yuki is also presenting the
upcoming Honolulu Biennial (2017) curated by Fumio
Nanjo, Director of Mori Art Museum Tokyo.
In 2015, Yuki co-directed a dance production entitled
'Them and Us' which premiered at Sophiensaele Theater,
Berlin, touring several venues across Germany &

From counter-terrorism home raids in Western countries,
counter-insurgency home raids in Iraq and Afghanistan, to
the dispossession of Palestinians, and the mass migration
of refugees the traumatic loss of home is a recurring
theme within Muslim political discourses that are
imbricated with continuing histories of colonisation, war
and imperialism. In contrast to previous research on
migration, homes and affects, which stressed the
emotional processes of migrant home-making and
homebuilding, this paper mobilises Raymond Williams’
notion of ‘structures of feeling’ to examine Muslim
domesticity as a shared experience, within which
domicide takes an increasingly prominent role on the
global stage. Domicide is here understood as the
deliberate destruction of the home in the pursuit of
political goals. As a collective experience of Muslim
homelessness, symbolic or psychological domicide is just
as potent as the physical destruction of homes
themselves. The techniques and groups of people involved
vary across places: making Muslim homes feel unsafe,
breaking up Muslim families through the justice system,
coercing Muslims to leave neighbourhoods through racist
violence, forced migration from their homeland through
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war and conflict, criminalising familial relations and
kinship networks, turning family members into proxy
prison guards, and purposefully traumatising and
threatening women and children are just some of the
many tactics involved. This paper argues that
homelessness, broken homes and dysfunctional homes
(rather than home-making or homeland) are far more
prescient categories for understanding shared Muslim
suffering.

Gilbert Caluya is a Lecturer in Screen and Cultural Studies
at the University of Melbourne. He was recently the
recipient of the Discovery Early Career Researcher Award
for his research on the ways intimacy is used to manage
Muslims’ access to citizenship. His research focuses on the
relations between intimacy and race across a number of
cultural sites, including sexual subcultures, cultural
citizenship and cultures of security. He graduated with a
PhD in Gender and Cultural Studies at the University of
Sydney in 2009 before taking up three Postdoctoral
Research Fellowships at the University of South Australia
between 2009 and 2015, working at the Centre for
Postcolonial and Globalization Studies and the
International Centre for Muslim and non-Muslim
Understanding.

7:30pm, Thursday 19 May
Whose Problem is the ‘Problem with
Islam’?
This public meeting is an initiative of Arena Publications.
The IPCS is delighted to collaborate with Arena
Publications and the Church of Mark the Evangelist on this
project.
It is a widely held view in Australia that there is ‘a problem
with Islam’. Even people of good will who are against the
scapegoating and demonisation of Muslims often call for a
reformation within Islam. Whether we are talking about
war in the Middle East, terrorism or boat arrivals, the
lament, ‘If only Islam had had its own enlightenment’, is
suggested as a point of entry into dialogue across cultures
and religions.
Does Islam need to be reformed? Is ‘our’ Western
‘enlightenment’ part of the problem and are ‘we’
implicated in the ‘problem with Islam’? What are the
hidden commitments and political-cultural moves in this
lament, and how might we better understand the
possibility of talking across and between cultures and
religions?

Professor Fethi Mansouri holds the UNESCO Chair on
'Cultural Diversity and Social Justice' and an Alfred Deakin
Research Professorship in migration and intercultural
studies. He is the Director of the Alfred Deakin Institute
for Citizenship and Globalisation at Deakin University and
is the editor of the Journal of Intercultural Studies and
founding co-editor of the international journal of Social
Inclusion and the Journal of Citizenship and Globalisation
Studies. His most recent books include: 'Global
Perspectives on the Politics of Multiculturalism' (2014)
and 'The Multicultural Challenge' (2015).
Amal Kabesh (third from right) at her talk “Sexual Harassment:
Continuity and Discontinuity”, 10 September 2015.
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Maher Mughrabi is Foreign Editor of The Age and The
Sydney Morning Herald. He has worked for Fairfax
Media for 12 years and in journalism for 20 years,
editing newspapers including The Independent in
London, The Scotsman in Edinburgh and the Kaleej
Times in Dubai. He has lectured on politics, history
and culture at Melbourne and Monash universities.

published in our Writing Past Colonialism series, then
with Cassell in the U.K.
We saw less of Patrick after he moved to Healesville but
he kept in touch. He was always present when we in
partnership with the Church of Mark the Evangelist
organized events about Palestine.
A memorial service was held at his home in Healesville on
Saturday 27 February.
Phillip Darby

Martin Harrison Poetry Collection

Dr Joshua Roose is a Senior Research Fellow at the
Institute for Religion, Politics and Society at the Australian
Catholic University. He is a Visiting Scholar at the East
Asian Legal Studies Program at Harvard Law School and
the current Secretary of The Australian Sociological
Association (TASA). Joshua has written extensively on
political Islam, Islamic law, multiculturalism and
citizenship.

Micaela Sahhar is an Australian-Palestinian writer, poet
and researcher. She recently completed her PhD at the
University of Melbourne in the School of Social and
Political Sciences looking at the influence of Israeli national
narrative on western media coverage of two 21st century
Israeli assaults on the Palestinian Occupied Territories. She
is currently working on issues around Jewish-Israeli
identification with the structures of settler colonialism in
Australia and more broadly with the function of Israeli
national narrative in contemporary Israeli politics.

Vale Patrick Wolfe
It is with much sadness that we at the Institute heard of
Patrick Wolfe’s death in February 2016.
Patrick was a foundation member of the IPCS. He
convened our first and second seminar series held in
Gryphon Gallery, 1888 Building, University of Melbourne.
He was an inaugural member of our book committee and
his influential monograph Settler Colonialism and the
Transformation of Anthropology was the second book

Martin Harrison (photograph courtesy of
Paul Carter)

The IPCS is pleased to announce the acquisition of the
Martin Harrison poetry collection. A joint venture with the
Martin Harrison Literary Estate, the poetry library, which
includes an extensive holding of works on poetics,
enriches and reinforces the IPCS’s commitment to
understanding engaged scholarship as comprehending the
redirected imagination as well as the power of analysis.
Harrison (1949-2014) was brought up and educated in the
UK before migrating successively to New Zealand and
Australia, where he first came to public attention through
his ABC work (Books and Writing, Surface Tension, The
Listening Room). He subsequently taught a (by now almost
legendary) creative writing course at UTS. Harrison held
together in a unique sensibility political, poetic and ethical
concerns; a critic in the best sense of whatever impeded
the full realisation of creative and social potential, he was
also a brilliantly sympathetic interpreter and curator of the
social text.
He is, though, best known for a remarkable poetic oeuvre.
He absorbed and responded to many currents in twentieth
century poetry, the Cambridge Poets, the Spanish
Modernistas and a strand of environmental encounter
powerful in recent Australian poetry. Happiness, the
collection of poems published posthumously, has received
extraordinary affirmation and coverage in the Australian
media. It attests to a life prematurely curtailed, to an
inspirational negotiation between postcolonial landscape
and postcolonial sensibility, one that ensures that any
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discussion about future redistributions of power will
involve the weighing of language.
The library will be available for consultation by
arrangement, and it is currently planned to offer a
residency program to promote the study of Harrison’s
work either through reflective research or creative writing.
The IPCS is pleased that Professor Paul Carter will assist
with the care of the collection and the management of the
program.

Postcolonial Studies
In November 2015 the Indian states
of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
were hit by levels of flooding not seen
in over a hundred years.
Unfortunately the floods in Chennai
have impacted upon the production
schedule of the journal because
Chennai is now home to some of the
leading academic compositional and
production services of major
publishing houses, including Taylor & Francis. The editors
of Postcolonial Studies appreciate the patience of the
Institutes’ members for these ongoing delays in the
journal’s publication. Within the month, issue 18.3 should
be available online and in print, whilst issue 18.4 – the
special issue “Postcolonial Europe” – should be the last of
the delayed issues.
Looking ahead, in an effort to be more responsive to
current events and academic debates, we are committed
to publishing more ‘in-between’ writings; things which
neither fall into the traditional domains of ‘journal article’
or ‘book review’. Following on from the success of Emma
Kowal’s review forum “The Postcolonial Gramsci”, new
reviews editor Michele Lobo has two similar forums in the
production schedule on Deleuze and Darwin, the former
of which will appear in the delayed issue 18.3. Likewise,
the Journal will be publishing a number of shorter ‘think
pieces’ all based on John Hobson’s The Eurocentric
Conception of World Politics, including contributions by

Alina Sajed (McMaster), Aida Hozic (Florida), Olivia
Umurerwa Rutazibwa (Portsmouth),
Naeem Inayatullah (Ithaca College) and Branwen
Gruffydd Jones (Cardiff).
Finally, it is with great sadness that colleagues in the
London editorial bid farewell to Bart Moore Gilbert who
passed away in early December 2015. The author of
Kipling and Orientalism (1986), the influential Postcolonial
Theory: Contexts, Practices, Politics (1997), and more
recently Postcolonial Life-writing: Culture, Politics, and
Self-Representation (2009).

Discussion continues over a glass of wine after the seminar by
John von Sturmer (second from left) on 23 September 2015.
Members of the War Panel gave different perspectives through
which “war” can be understood and its effects analyzed, 26
August 2015.

Subscriptions
You can now take out - or renew - a membership
subscription online by pointing your browser to
http://www.ipcs.org.au/ join.html. You will need to sign
up to the PayPal system the first time you use the system.
After that, payments can be made by credit card or
transfer from a bank account. Please note that
subscriptions taken out online will automatically renew
each year - you can cancel your subscription at any time
by visiting http://www.ipcs.org.au/join.html. Members
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can also pay their subscriptions in person at IPCS or by
cheque mailed to the Institute.
Annual subscription rates are as follows:
Student Membership: $20 per annum
Ordinary Membership: $40 per annum
Corporate Membership: $500 per annum
The first 200 members of the Institute now receive a free
subscription to our journal Postcolonial Studies.
Donations
Donations to the Institute can now also be made online.
Donations over $2 are tax-deductible for Australian
taxpayers. To donate online, please visit our homepage at
http://www.ipcs.org.au/

78-80 Curzon St, North Melbourne,
VIC 3051, Australia
Telephone: + 61 3 9329 6381
Facsimile: + 61 3 9328 3131
Email: postcol@netspace.net.au
Web: http://www.ipcs.org.au
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